
Agenda Report 

September 11, 2006 

TO: CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE KSCl CHANNEL 18 TO 
CONDUCT THE LUNAR NEW YEAR PARADE & FESTIVAL 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the proposed Lunar New Year Parade & Festival 
License Agreement and lifting of the Noise Ordinance are categorically 
exempt under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines 
Section 15323 Normal Operations for Public Gatherings and; 

2. Approve an ordinance to suspend the Noise Ordinance by permitting 
amplified sound on a Sunday beginning at 9:00 am and Notice of 
Exemption and hold the first reading of same on Monday, September 11, 
2006, with respect to the Lunar New Year Parade & Festival to be held in 
Old Pasadena and Central Park on Sunday, February 18,2007 and; 

3. Authorize the City Manager to enter into a license agreement according to 
the business points set forth in the body of the agenda report with KSCl 
Channel 18 and; 

4. Direct the City Clerk to file the Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles 
County Registrar-RecorderICounty Clerk. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Lunar New Year Parade & Festival is a free, cultural event that honors and 
celebrates the Pan-Asian community's culture and customs. The event features 
a parade through Old Pasadena beginning at 10:OO am followed by a festival at 
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Central Park ending at 500 pm. The event features entertainment, floats, 
cuisine, children's activities, and contests. 

KSCl's Lunar New Year Parade & Festival previously raised money for the 
Pasadena-based Kultura Philippine Folk Arts Association. KSCl has expanded 
their local partnership to include a commitment for marketing support to the Old 
Pasadena Management Distrid and monetary and in-kind donations to the 
Pasadena-based non-profit Friends of the Castle Green. 

ANALYSIS: 

On December 12, 2005, Council adopted the "Policy for Large Events in Public 
Parksn which defines a large event at Central Park as one that would host a 
maximum of 4,600 people at one time. The projected attendance for the Lunar 
New Year Parade & Festival is 6,000 people throughout the course of the day. 

Council may waive these limits by approving a license agreement when they 
believe it is in the best interest of the community. 

A suspension of the Noise Ordinance Section 9.36.220 (amplification sound 
regulations) and 9.36.230 (general noise sources) of the Pasadena Municipal 
Code is also required in order to conduct sound checks for the parade prior to 
10:OO am. The lifting of the Noise Ordinance for this event would permit 
amplified sound at 9:00 am. The applicant is not seeking a waiver of the entire 
Noise Ordinance. Sound from the event will be consistent with the Noise 
Ordinance and will be monitored. 

This event was held in previous years at the same location and posed no 
additional disturbance to surrounding neighbors that was not able to be resolved 
nor were there any additional public safety issues. 

License Anreement 
The following are the major business points for the license agreement: 

1. This would be a three year license agreement between the City and KSCl 
to produce their Lunar New Year Parade & Festival in Old Pasadena and 
at Central Park on February 18, 2007 and the date that Lunar New Year 
falls in each succeeding year of the agreement. The date of Lunar New 
Year is determined by the Chinese calendar and KSCl's event typically 
falls on the I* day of the Lunar New Year week which is usually in 
February. 

2. KSCl agrees to produce an on-air television promotion for Old Pasadena 
Management District and the event as a cultural destination and 
experience and annually provide monetary and in-kind donations to the 
Friends of the Castle Green in an amount equivalent to the rate KSCl pays 
for the park rental. 

3. No tobacco or hard alcohol products of any kind would be used as a name 
sponsor or in any advertising. 



4. KSCI will not hold the City responsible for the success of the Lunar New 
Year Parade & Festival. 

5. The City would co-sponsor the event by calculating park rental rates at a 
non-profit rate based on KSCl's partnership with the Friends of the Castle 
Green, a Pasadena-based non-profit and the City logo would appear in all 
event promotional materials. 

Environmental Anaivsis 
Staff reviewed the project and determined that it is categorically exempt under 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15323, normal operations of Facilities for Public 
Gatherings. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Any City costs that may be incurred, (i.e. sound meter reading, police and fire 
personnel, permit costs, park clean-up, etc.) are to be paid by KSCI. The 
estimated permitting costs for this event are $28,496. 

Respectfully submitted,, 

City ~ a d g e r  d 

Prepared by: 

Special Events Coordinator 

Approved by: 

Director v n n i n g  and Permitting 

Exhibits 
1. Environmental Exemption 

2. Letter uf Support from "Friends of the Castle Greenn 
3. Letter of Support from Old Pasadena Management District 








