
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: September 11,2006 Y 
FROM: CITY ATTORNEY I 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING NEW 

CHAPTER 14.27 TO THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
INCLUDE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 
REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEM NT 
AGENCY ("FEMA) I 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: I 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA ADDING A NEW CHA TER 
14.27 TO THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO INCLUDE FLOODP AIN 
MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY ("FEMA") 4 
BACKGROUND: I 
The City of Pasadena is a participant in the National Flood lnsurance 
(NFIP), a Federal program enabling property owners in participating 
to purchase insurance as a protection against flood losses in 
and community floodplain management regulations that reduce future floo 
damages. As a participant of the NFIP, the City is required 
floodplain management ordinance which meets the 

In March 2006, the City received notice from the State of California 
of Water Resources that new floodplain management regulations m 
adopted before September 30, 2006, the date FEMA will publish a 
Flood lnsurance Rate Map for Los Angeles County. FEMA regulati 
if a community does not adopt new floodplain management regulat 
its existing regulations before the effective date of the flood map, t 
will be suspended from the NFIP. If suspended from the program, propert 
owners will not be able to purchase NFIP flood insurance policies 
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policies will not be renewed. Additionally, Federal disaster assistance for 
damage will be limited and certain Federal grants and loans will not be a\ 
in identified flood hazard areas. 

The City was provided a model floodplain management ordinance which 
incorporated, as a whole, within Title 14, Building and Construction, of thc 
Pasadena Municipal Code. 

Accordingly, at its August 7, 2006 meeting, the City Council directed the ( 

Attorney to prepare, within 45 days, an ordinance adding Chapter 14.27 t 
Pasadena Municipal Code to include Floodplain Management regulations 
required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE: 

This proposed ordinance will provide regulations that will modify the City' 
standards for construction, subdivisions, new development, and utilities tc 
the City to meet FEMA floodplain regulations. In addition, this proposed 
ordinance will designate a Floodplain Administrator, whose responsibilitie 
include permit review and review of available flood data. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

In order to adopt new regulations, the Pasadena Municipal Code may on1 
amended by ordinance. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The Department of Public Works, the Department of Planning and Develc 
and the Department of Water and Power will be primarily affected by the 
adoption of this proposed ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted: 

d 

MICHELE BEAL BAGNHH 
City Attorney L+' 

Assistant City Attorney City  ana age; 
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