
HEARING SCRIPT 
FOR THE 

PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: September 11,2006 

Designation of 810 Hillside Drive as a La d a k" i f i  I 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING: DESIGNATION OF 810 H 
DRIVE AS A LANDMARK 

MAYOR BOGAARD! "This is the  time and place for the public I- 

1. City Clerk reports on publication of public hearing notice add ( 
correspondence, IIII I 

e: 

2. Hear from City Manager and staff presentation. I l l  I 
3, Hear from member of the public, I / I l l  1 

L L ~ I ~ E  

r,irg 

4. Close t h e  hearing. 

5. After the public hearing has been closed, the City Council 

A. Approve Staff recommendation and (1) acknowledge 

designation of a historic resource is categorically 

o 

California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8, Acti 

Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment 

Guidelines, Article 19, s15308); (2) as recommended b 

Historic Preservation Commission, find that the  house a 

Hillside Drive is significant under Criterion G for design 

landmark (P.M,C. s17.62.40 B) because it is an unique 

a Japanese-influenced California Modern house; (3) ap 

8 10 Hillside Drive Hearing script 1 



designation of the property at 81 0 Hillside Drive as a I; 

adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration 

Designation for 810 Hillside Drive, Pasadena, Californi 

authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaratic 

Landmark Designation for 810 Hillside Drive, Pasaden 

and (6) direct the City Clerk to record the declaration \n 

Angeies County Recorder. 

6. Approve the Staff recommendation, with revisions; or 

C. Reject the Staff recommendation, with the appropriate 

based on information received at the hearing. 

Approved as to form: 

0 
Bf Theresa E. Fuentes 

Deputy City Attorney 

8 10 Hillside Drive Hc~rlng script 



CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 810 HILLSIDE DRIVE AS A LAND 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is 

Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Enviro 
Guidelines, Article 19, 51 5308); 

Japanese-influenced California Modern house. 
3. Approve the designation of the property at 810 Hillside 

landmark. 

810 Hillside Drive as a landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

Property owner Tadashi Shoji submitted the application for desig 
Hillside Drive. Because the property is a unique example of 
influenced California Modern house, the staff and the Historic 

MEETINGOF 0 9 / 1 1 / 2 0 0 6 -  AGENDA ITEM NO 6 .  A ' 7 :  3 0  P,m. 



Commission have concurred that the property should be desi 
landmark. 

DESCRIPTION 

The house at 810 Hillside Terrace is a mid-century single-fa 
terraced into a heavily wooded ridge in Lower San Rafael w 
overlooking the Arroyo Seco and San Gabriel Mountains. Con 
the two-story, Japanese-influenced California Modern house 
plan. The exterior walls are clad with redwood plank siding. 
planks have a deep concave profile that aligns with the main frami 
the ground floor window screens and Moderne influenced raili 
along the south elevation of the house. The 4,474 square-foo 
gently sloping hipped roof with cross gables, and has no expo 
same wood siding used to clad the structure is used to finish a 
deep eaves. An attached, enclosed carport (originally open-air wi 
located at the front of the property with the house built into the 
The ground floor windows are situated behind exterior wooden fr 
designed with a bold Asian motif. The street- facing windows on t 
have teak fretwork screens placed behind jalousie windows. 

The alterations to the original profile and massing of the hou 
apparent at the rear, where second-floor balconies/terraces/pati 
enclosed for more living areas. A second-floor terrace at the front 
has been enclosed and is visible from the street. The roof lin 
addition is flat and differentiated from the original hipped roof form. 
elevation, a second-floor stepback under the roof line was filled i 
second floor bedroom. The addition did not alter the roof line, but d 
massing along this elevation. This addition is partially visible from 
minor in the context of the whole facade. The c. 1963 swim 
recently reconstructed to include a rock water fall and faux 
various points along the coping. The original color of the r 
green and has since been painted white sometime during the life 
The original color scheme was softer and harmonized better wi 
However, the additions complement in scale and in detailing the 
without mimicry. 

ANALYSIS 

The property at 810 Hillside Terrance meets criterion C for histo I d  i ldhdrhark 

The property at 810 Hillside Terrance is a unique example of 
influenced California Modern house designed by architect Harry 
embodies the principles of modern residential design and 

designation:- The property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
architectural style and method of construction and possesses artistic 
siqnificance to the City. 

of a 
virlues 

unique 
of 



Japanese architecture. The architectural design of the house has 
Shoin-style dwellings, notably the asymmetrical arrangement of 
volumes. The extensive use of glazing at the rear elevation 
separation between inside and outside. The glazing, in this 
of shoji screens of the traditional Japanese house. 

In addition to the traditional Japanese architecture, the subjec 
hybrid that embodies the modern design principles of its day. C 
residential design is known for emphasis of functionalism, 
integration, and the dismissal of decorative, rather than function 
the structure. The post-and-beam structural system associ 
traditions is most apparent on the building elevations facing priv 
property. Residences in the Modern Style, such as the CI 
Residences, have open, informal floor plans. The same c 
planning is exhibited in the Hillside property where the primary li 
the ground floor (the living and dining rooms) are part of the 
volume. Decorative elements of the house, such as the window 
also functional elements. The screens provide privacy by obscuri 
the curtainless interior or balconies on the second floor. 

The property at 810 Hillside Terrace exhibits the strongest 
design. It has character, interest, and value to the heritage 
exhibits a unique architectural expression of Japanese 
with creativity to a single-family mid-century residence. 

Harry Sims Bent (1 896-1 959), Architect/Landscape Architect I I I I I  I 
Harry Sims Bent began his career in the office of Bertram 
contributed to buildings in Los Angeles (Central Library), 
Master Plan, the Physics Building, Dabney Hall, and 
campus of the California lnstitute of Technology (Caltech), and 
and Kamehameha School, Honolulu, Hawaii, 191 5-20. Bent wa 

Academy of Art and other high profile projects. 
office contingent that accompanied Goodhue to Hawaii 

Bent maintained an office in Hawaii where he designed over 150 
other structures. During the 1930's, he served as the architect t 
Park Board. It was during this time that Bent designed the Pinea 
lnstitute at the University of Hawaii (Manoa Campus), one of h 
regarded projects for expressing a native Hawaiian design a 
returned to the U.S. mainland after WWll settling in Pasadena. 
work during these years was in landscape design. In 1948, fo 
prepared the landscape plan for Hancock Park, now the site of th 
County Museum of Art and the George C. Page Museum. In 19 
the Master Plan for the Los Angeles County Arboretum in Arcadi 
restoration work for the Hugo Reid Adobe and the Lucky Baldwin 



FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the Ci 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply tc 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often I( 
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss 01 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local His1 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Prepared by: 

Approved by: 

84' 
& Development 

ATTACHMENT A: Photographs 
ATTACHMENT B: Application & Taxpayer Protection Form 
ATTACHMENT C: Effects of Landmark Designation 
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