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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: October 23,2006 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING CODE), TO REVISE REGULATIONS REGARDING NONCOMMERCIAL 
SIGNS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements and codifies modifications to the City's regulation of noncommercial 
signs approved by the City Council on June 12, 2006. Since that time, we have worked with 
Planning Staff to develop appropriate regulations. The ordinance sets forth content neutral limits 
on the total square footage of noncommercial signage per dwelling unit, and exempts 
noncommercial signs from a building permit requirement. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

This legislation is needed to amend the Zoning Code to clarify the regulation of noncommercial 
signs and bring the regulations in line with First Amendment rights to free speech. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning and Development Department will implement the proposed ordinance through 
modifications to the Zoning Code, and the enforcement of sign maintenance requirements. 
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Introduced by: 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING CODE), TO REVISE REGULATIONS REGARDING NONCOMMERCIAL 
SIGNS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. 

This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding publication will be published by title 

and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the Charter of the City of Pasadena. The approved 

summary of this ordinance is as follows: 

"SUMMARY 

"Ordinance No. amends the Zoning Code regulations regarding signs to allow 

noncommercial signs in residential districts without the requirement for a building permit, 

establishes total square footage and maintenance standards for noncommercial signs, and makes 

other minor changes to the Zoning Code regarding signs. 

Ordinance No. shall take effect 30 days from its publication." 

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, Section 

17.48.040 entitled, "Exempt Signs and Maintenance" is amended as follows: 

A. By amending the first paragraph as follows: 

"The following signs and their manufacture are exempt from other requirements of this Chapter 

if developed and maintained in compliance with the provisions/limitations of this Section. 

signs shall be maintained in compliance with Section 17.48.100.E. I .  All routine, general - 

maintenance and repair of signs shall be exempt from Building Permit auproval." 

B. By deleting subsection D as follows and relettering the remaining subsections in the 



proper alphabetical sequence. 

SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, Table 4-1 8, 

entitled, RS, RM, OS, AND PS ZONING DISTRICT SIGN STANDARDS, is amended as 

shown on Attachment 1, attached hereto and incorporated by this reference. 

SECTION 4. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, Section 

17.48.100, is amended by: 

A. By adding a new paragraph as follows to Subsection D: 

"8. For residential districts the lighting shall not exceed one foot candle." 

B. By amending paragraph 1 of Subsection E as follows: 

"1. All signs and sign structures including those otherwise specifically exempt from 

the provisions of this Chapter, including all parts, portions, and materials, shall be maintained in 

good repair, and structurally sound. The display surface of all signs shall be kept clean, neatly 

painted, and free from rust and corrosion. Banners shall be replaced if tattered or worn. Any 

cracks, broken surfaces, malfunctioning lights, missing sign copy, or other unmaintained or 

damaged portion of a sign shall be repaired or replaced within 30 calendar days following 

notification by the City. Noncompliance with the notification shall constitute a public nuisance." 

SECTION 5. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, is amended 

by adding the following new Section as follows: 

"17.48.1 15 - Standards for Noncommercial S i ~ n s  for Residential Uses 

A. No permit required. A noncommercial s im shall be exempt from Building Permit 

review. 



B. Standards for noncommercial signs. 

1. Noncommercial signs shall not exceed a cumulative total of 25 square feet per 

residential dwelling unit, and no single sign - shall exceed 16 square feet. 

2. No sign shall exceed 10 feet in height measured from existing grade and shall not 

be located above the edge of the roof. 

3.  Noncommercial signs shall be setback a minimum setback of 5 feet from the 

street property line. 

4. Lighting shall meet the requirements of Section 17.48.100.D.8. 

5. Noncommercial signs shall be maintained in conformance with Section 

17.48.100.E. 1 ." 

SECTION 6. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, Table 4-22, 

entitled, "Temporary Signs" is amended as shown in Attachment 2, attached hereto and 

incorporated by this reference. 

SECTION 7. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 4, Chapter 17.48, is amended 

as shown in Attachment 3, attached hereto and incorporated by this reference. 

SECTION 8 Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 7, Chapter, 17.76, Section 

17.76.010, Subsection B, Paragraph 2, Subparagraph b, is amended as follows: 

"b. On-site posting requirements. The sign shall be posted, at least 14 days before the public 

hearing, in the following manner: 

(1) For corner lots, signs shall be posted on each street frontage. 

(2) The sign(s) shall be located in a conspicuous place on the property abutting a street not 

more than 10 feet inside the property line but no closer than five feet to a property line." (The 

remainder of this subparagraph remains unchanged.) 



SECTION 9. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication. 

Signed and approved this day of ,2006. 

Bill Bogaard 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City 

of Pasadena at its meeting held this day of 2006, by the following 

vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Date Published: 

Jane L. Rodriguez, CMC 
City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
Deputy City Attorney 
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