
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: OCTOBER 16,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 1855 E. COLORADO BOULEVARD (FORMER 
DRAPER'S BUILDING) AS A LANDMARK 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8, 
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA 
Guidelines, Article 19, § I  5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
commercial building at 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard is significant under 
Criterion c for designation as a landmark (P.M.C. s17.62.040 B) because 
it is an intact example of the distinctive characteristics of Art-Moderne 
Style applied to a small-scale commercial building. 

3. Approve the designation of the property at 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard as 
a landmark. 

4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California; and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On September 5, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
1855 E. Colorado Boulevard as a landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

On June 8, 2006, property owners Ranjivendra Nath and Leena Sahay submitted 
the application for designation of 1855 East Colorado Boulevard as a landmark. 
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The staff and the Historic Preservation Commission have concurred that the 
property should be designated as a landmark due to the property's integrity and 
its importance as an intact representation of Art-Moderne Style from the Route 
66 era applied to a small-scale commercial building. 

DESCRIPTION 

The former Draper's building at 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard was originally built 
in 1914 as a residential bungalow. The building was converted to commercial 
use in 1929 and was extensively remodeled in 1948 in the Art-Moderne Style 
which remains today. The building is sited on a lot at the northwest corner of 
East Colorado Boulevard and North Parkwood Avenue. The property consists of 
the one-and-two-story former Draper's building, a separate rear building which 
was constructed in 1963 and is noncontributing to the property, and three 
freestanding sign pylons. Surrounding the property are mainly commercial uses 
along East Colorado Boulevard and residential uses to the north along North 
Parkwood Avenue. 

The building has Art-Moderne Style features including a parapet roof, a concave 
fluted area on the second story, large groupings of steel windows (including 
corner groupings) with textured translucent glass, stainless steel storefront 
windows and doors, canted window canopies, metal grillework and a large 
rectangular sign pylon attached to the building. The freestanding sign at the 
corner of East Colorado Boulevard and North Parkwood Avenue also exhibits 
characteristics of the period including a canted support structure and a cut-out 
"U"-shaped finial at the top. Restoration of original colors and new neon signage 
will enhance the integrity of the building and the surrounding area. 

ANALYSIS 

The property at 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard is eligible for designation under 
Criterion c, (51 7.62.040 PMC): 

(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
historic resource property type, period, architectural style or 
method of construction, or is an exceptional representation of 
the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
work is significant to the city, or that possesses high artistic 
values that are significant to the city. 

Under this criterion, 1855 E. Colorado Boulevard is significant as an intact 
example of Art-Moderne Style applied to a small scale commercial building. The 
building exhibits architectural integrity (its ability to demonstrate why it is 
significant) through its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling 
and association. It is in its original location, is a reflection of post-WWII 
development and architectural trends on East Colorado Boulevard, has 



undergone few alterations since it was remodeled in 1948, and is currently 
undergoing restoration. 

In a historic resources survey completed in 2001 of East Colorado Boulevard, the 
building was determined to be one of three eligible landmarks in the Art-Moderne 
Style within the boundaries of the study area. The building is located in the 
Route 66 Sub-Area of the East Colorado Boulevard Specific Plan and the re- 
routing of Route 66 along East Colorado Boulevard in 1940 likely influenced the 
design of the remodel that was completed in 1948. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property 
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 
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