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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Pasadena. C~liforr~ro 91 125 

Seplcm'nc~ 28, 2006 

Via Facslrnile and 
First Class Mall 

Mayor WilIiam 1. 8ognard 
Vtcc Mayor Steve Madison 
Councilmember Victor Gordo 
Cou~lcilmember Stcvc Fladcrlein 
Councilmcrnber Chris Hoideo 
Councilmember Paul Little 
Cauncilmember Joyce Strentor 
Councilmcmber Sid Tyler 
Ciry of Pasadena 
1 17 East Coiorado Boulevard 
Pasadena, Califamia 9 I 105 

(626) J95-6336 7u, - ' 
FAX (626) 79s-IS98 '3: 

/ 

Re: California Institute at Technukcrgry fi Cd$ditil~n~l Use Permit No, 
4253 

Dew Mayor Boguard andMcm'bers of *e City Council: 

On June 21, 2006. a City ~ & r i n ~  Qffice~*nppratied s rnod~ f ioac~~ t~  to Conditional 
Use Permit No. 4253. which the City had eulikr irpprovbd od Octobcr 3,2003 toor the 
consclucti on of a new throe-leuel swbrs;n.~ncan parking stmctufe Iucnrad on the Cakecl~ 
campus. Thg S6aSOh given for41ha modifiontioh of the conditianal use peni l t  wu LO 
add!rcss oompldnts from ncighbodng residents regdrbing the number of Caltecl~ 
employees p a h g  on surrounding public stimls. The problein is real and wme of you 
ma) h o w  af our dffms to tly to i$levIqte it, Nowevet, Cnltceh swong1.y o b j a  to the 
pruposed rnod~ficanon of the condltmnpl pse pcrmrt an Its content, but mote ~mpovtaotly 
on the grounds thaz the Clfy lacks rhs leg@ authoriv 10 unilaterdly rn~dify s cm81Tianul 
use pwrmt jn the ~abscnw of a vioSatipn of tht! crsndido~d';thn permrt, We ~ceoidhgly 
appeakd the Hearing Officer's &cissi~n co rhc Boazd 01 Zmlag kppedls, wbkh u p l d d  
llre H$wi.tag afficerrs decistan on Scplember 20,ZOT)h. cosdnue to Feel slro&y &a1 
t l ~ t  decrsions of hr: Hearing Qficer and the Board ob2oning Appeds arc mispidcd sndl 
are irnpermlssible as a malter of Inw We tharcfol-e hove no chuicc hut ta regetfully 
request rhee the O t y  Council call [He decisions of the HearSrlg Officarand tho Board of 
Zoning Appeals f o ~  review. 
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As you know, Coltcch i s  anllious to muintain the best possible relations with its 
neighbors and the City of Pasadena, and we have worked hard to tha t  end. We realize 
that the pat-king issue has causcd considcruhle co:lccm to both. I[ i s  our hope that we can 
continue down a positive path and work with our neighbors to improve  he siluiition. A 
recent neighborhood meeting char I attended seemed quite posirive in  thjs regard. 
Unfonunatcly, the decisions of the Hearing Omcer 2nd the Board of  Zoning Appeals 
havc pul us in an untenable position. 

Wh~le  we are w~l l ing to consider all of the suggcsrions rnadc by  he Heanng 
Officer and to continuo meeting with oqr heigbbors to address 111eir concern, wccBmot 
accepl \he Reuring Officer's rfetednatian th,et grounds enlst tc, 'r:~voCe tha cgnditionul 
use permit for our p a k t n ~  fadlity. Cdtech has fully oomplkd wtth a11 of the conditions 
that were imposed i n  cannectfon the original conditimsl use p m i t ,  nhd nn) 
suggtsuon to the contrary is simpty UnCrue. Thc dotsrnunatilion that g~ounds~for 
revocation cxiscs is not something hat we can in good cornolerice aactpt and leave 
unchallenged as ir comptorm'sc!~ our Futurc. Thus, wc firrd~urselvcs \n h e  unhappy 
position of being forczd ro engicgc In o potentldky cuntonbbus dsp~telwitb Ute City we 
call home. Our strongpteference is to avoid thni s i ~ ~ a l j o n ~  

By chis request, we art uiklng IbejCiry Ca~lncil to ssctasidethe ~ e u ~ ' i a g  O K c ~ r ' s  
dcrisian. h Rny ckse, Caltech iZ commitccd to contlouc: itofking with Dsir nei&lbors to 
addrcss their concerns. Wle art ~fo~ccd, by Clry proc&urcs ta respand mow, but this is a 
sensitive, imponanr issuk dnd we b o p  as h e  Coundf ilpptoadhes its delidon on o w  
request that IL can provide suifiolent time far ncdsd dlicusssiong ro take ?\ace and,for- 
some of the poslrivc dsveloprnencs we huve seen to proceed hnher. I &peat *At we are 
commitled LO being gdodl drjzons ctndm'embers of  the cummwrfry a l ~ d  have acted in good 
faith In dealing with both, the City and our neighbors. 

I am enclosing d letter from Coltcch's outside cgbnacsl descdbirig In mare derail 
the legal axgurncnls agarhs! the Hwring Qfficer's qietemnih;rti.on, 1 havc dso enclosed R 
copy of [he delermination nf the Board of Zoning Appeals '~QJ' yorif rtfmncc. This i s  a 
matter of extreme imponace to Caltech. We are prepged tw meet with you DL ymr 
convenience should you have any quesllonv or wr6b to discuss thiS matter. In the 
mtantlme,  you^ cunside~ed d k n d o n  to h e  ~ q p c s t  1s graa'ily ~y)pEdiIt~d 

Yours sihcarcly. 

Paul C. Jennings 

cc: Dean Cumc 
Hall Daily 
Harry Yohalern 



September 22, 2006 

Calif~rnia Institute ~f Technol~gy 
Hall Dailey 
Mail Code 2-97 
Pasadena, CA 91 125-8300 

RE: Conditional Use Permit #4253 
1200 East California Boulevard 
Council District #7 

Dear Mr. Dailey: 

Your appeal of the decision of the Hearing Officer to modify Conditional Use Permit #4253 
was considered by the Board of Zoning Appeals on September 20, 2006. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: A hearing was conducted to consider the appeal of the 
decision of the Hearing Officer to modify the conditions of approval for a parking garage. 
The original Conditional Use Permit allowed the construction of a 700 space parking 
structure on the Cal-Tech campus. 

After careful consideration of this application, and with full knowledge of the property and 
vicinity, the Board of Zoning Appeals adopted the finding as shown on Attachment A to this 
letter. 

Based upon this finding, the Board of Zoning Appeals decided to sustain the decision of the 
Hearing Officer to modify Conditional Use Permit #4253 with the added conditions listed in 
Attachment B (conditions 10-12) in accordance with submitted plans stamped September 20, 
2006. 

You are hereby notified that the decision of the Board of Zoning Appeals is not subject to 
further appeal. This decision becomes effective on the eleventh day from the date of the 
decision. The effective date for this case is October 3, 2006. However, prior to the effective 
date, a member of the City Council may stay the decision and request that it be called for 
review to the City Council. 

175 .hlorlh Gatficlti A z ~ c n t ~ e  - Pasatlenn, Cd 91 101-1 704 
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This project has been determined to be Categorically Exempt (Class 1 and Class 21) from 
environmental review pursuant to the guidelines of the California Environmental Quality Act, 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Existing Facilities, and Section 15321, Enforcement Actions 
by Regulatory Agencies. 

For further information regarding this case please contact Lanny Woo at (626) 744-6776. 

~oa r f 6 f~on ing  Appeals, by 

DENVER E. MILLER 
Zoning Administrator 

Enclosures: Attachment A, Attachment B 

xc: City Clerk, City Council, Building Division, Public Works, Power 
Division, Water Division, Design and Historic Preservation, Hearing 
Officer, Code Enforcement-Ellen Clark, Case File, Decision Letter 
File, Planning Commission (9) 



AlTACHMENT A 
FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT W253 

Modification of Conditional Use Permit: 

1. There are sufficient grounds to justify revocation that can be corrected by modifying existing 
conditions or imposing new or additional conditions, in that the parking structure south of 
California Boulevard has been in operation since April 2005, and patrons of Caltech have 
not been utilizing the parking structure since its completion. Due to a fee implementation for 
parking imposed by Caltech in October 2005, there are patrons that continue to park on the 
adjacent residential street, to avoid fee parking in the structures. The Department of 
Transportation has received complaints of parking in the surrounding residential 
neighborhood, and Planning staff has received letters and phone calls expressing the same 
concern. 



AlTACHMENT 6 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #4253 

The site plan, dated August 11, 2003 submitted for building permits shall substantially 
conform to the site plan submitted with this application and stamped "Received at Hearing 
October 1, 2003", except as modified herein. 

The Zoning Administrator may schedule a noticed public hearing at any time to review 
compliance with the conditions of approval, or modify existing conditions. 

The applicant shall obtain approval of the parking structure from the Design and Historic 
Preservation Section through the Design Review process. 

Interior spaces at the parking structure shall be continuously monitored by a system of 
fixed television cameras. 

The parking structure shall be supervised by a 24-hour on-site guard. 

The mitigation monitoring program shall become part of the condition of approval. 

The applicant shall incorporate the final conditions of approval into the construction plans 
when the plans are submitted for plan check. 

The applicant or successor in interest shall meet the applicable code requirements of all 
other City Departments. 

The proposed project, PLN #2003-00281, shall comply with all conditions of approval, 
including Mitigation Measures specified in the adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
Initial Study, subject to a Final Zoning Inspection and Condition Monitoring. The project 
will be inspected by Code Compliance staff to determine compliance with the conditions of 
approval. Required fees for the inspection and condition monitoring shall be paid on or 
after the effective date of this permit, but prior to the issuance any building permits. 
Contact the Code Compliance staff at (626) 744-4633 to verify the fee and to schedule an 
inspection appointment. All fees are to be paid to the cashier at the permit center located 
at 175 N. Garfield Avenue. Failures to pay the inspection fee prior to initiating the 
application may result in revocation proceedings of this entitlement. 

The applicant (Caltech) shall conduct a neighborhood meeting to clarify concerns of 
neighboring residents. The meeting shall be conducted prior to creating the development 
of the plan for use of the parking structure, and must occur within 40 days of the date of 
this hearing, 

Caltech shall within 90 days of this hearing develop a plan for the full use of the existing 
parking structure. The plan shall contain strategies and actions that will be taken to insure 
the full use of the 700 space parking structure. When the plan is complete it shall be 
submitted to the Zoning Administrator and the Department of Transportation for review 
and approval. When approved the plan shall be implemented. The plan may include but 
not be limited to the following strategies: 
a. Reduction or elimination of parking fees for parking in the parking structure. 
b. Provision of a (free) shuttle service between the parking structure and the main area of 
the campus. 
c. Assignment of specific parking spaces in the parking structure to students, faculty, and 
employees. 



d. Provide additional guards and security to make those that use the parking structure feel 
that they are safe in the parking structure, and traveling between the parking structure and 
the main campus. 

12. If within 180 days of this hearing it is determined by the Zoning Administrator that the plan 
is not effective, this Conditional Use Permit shall be set for Public Hearing. 


