
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: NOVEMBER 20,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 969 SOUTH MADISON AVENUE AS A 
LANDMARK 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under Class 8, 
Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment (CEQA 
Guidelines, Article 19, §I 5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
house at 969 South Madison Avenue is significant under Criterion c for 
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. S17.62.40 B) because it is 
architecturally intact and an excellent example of a two-story Arts and 
Crafts period house. 

3. Approve the designation of the property at 969 South Madison Avenue as 
a landmark. 

4. Adopt the attached resolution approving a Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 969 South Madison Avenue, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Declaration of Landmark 
Designation for 969 South Madison Avenue, Pasadena, California; and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On October 16, 2006, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
969 South Madison Avenue as a landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

Property owners, Sidney & Betsey Tyler, submitted the application for 
designation of 969 South Madison Avenue. Because of the property's integrity 
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and its importance as an intact representation of a two-story Arts and Crafts 
period house, the staff and the Historic Preservation Commission have concurred 
that the property should be designated as a landmark. 

DESCRIPTION 

Built in 1909, the two-story house is on the southwest corner of Alpine Street and 
South Madison Avenue. The surrounding neighborhood consists of single-family 
homes mostly from the early 1900's to the 1920's. Of the fifteen houses on this 
block face, thirteen were built between 1909 and 1912. 

The 4,134-square-foot house on a 15,200 square foot lot exhibits typical Arts and 
Crafts features including wood-shingle wall cladding on the gables; wood-framed 
casements with extended lintels; a wide wood front door with side lights; a brick 
foundation; vented gables; and a low pitched roof with exposed rafters. In 
addition to the residence, the property has an original detached two-car garage in 
the same style as the house. This garage (along with its addition) appears to be 
intact and is, therefore, contributing to the significance of the property. 

The front elevation of the house faces Alpine, rather than Madison, and is a 
design that is an excellent example of a two-story Craftsman house. 
Understanding the orientation of the house in this case is crucial; the east 
elevation, being the side of the house, should not be the focus in evaluating the 
house, even though its address is on Madison. The triple gable on the north 
elevation is a somewhat unusual feature, and it is the primary element of the 
artistically rendered overall design of this facade. 

On the Alpine faqade, the large front-facing gabled roof nestles a second story 
projecting gable that serves as a porch cover. This projection is supported by 
square brick columns that are upward extensions of the foundation. A low brick 
wall with a decorative arch vent encloses the porch area. The porch is accessed 
by a brick pathway with steps on a diagonal axis from the corner. 

On the Madison fa~ade, a second story balconylpergola covers a porch 
surrounded by low brick walls. The supports and balcony rails are a simple wood 
composition. 

It appears that a porch on the upper story of the northwest corner was enclosed 
at some point in time and a porch on the first story to the right of the entry was 
enclosed in the 1960s. These alterations do not compromise the architectural 
integrity of the property. 

The house is listed in the Historic Resources Sunley of Pasadena's Art & Crafts 
Period - Residential Architecture by Lauren Weiss Bricker, Robert Winter, and 
Janet Tearnen, (1999) as is another house designed by William F. Thompson: 
989 S. El Molino Avenue. 



William F. Thompson, moved to Southern California from St. Paul, Minnesota in 
1905. He was active in L.A. from 1905-1 922. Records indicate that Thompson 
may have moved to the area specifically to serve as the Merritt family architect.' 
He designed and built four mansions for the Merritt family on and around South 
Orange Grove Boulevard. 

ANALYSIS 

The property at 969 South Madison Avenue is eligible for designation under 
Criterion c, (s17.62.040 PMC) which states: 

(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
historic resource property type, period, architectural style or 
method of construction, or is an exceptional representation of 
the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
work is significant to the city or that possesses high artistic 
values that are significant to the city. 

Under this criterion, 969 South Madison Avenue is significant as an intact 
example of Arts and Crafts period residential architecture. The house has a high 
level of architectural integrity (its ability to demonstrate why it is significant) 
through its design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The 
house is in its original location and has undergone few significant alterations 
since its original construction. 

According to the City's listing of Arts and Crafts period houses compiled by John 
~ i ~ l e ~ ~ ,  the house was designed by William F. Thompson and built by Milwaukee 
Building Company of Los Angeles for Thaddeus and Caroline Jones. According 
to information of the Pasadena Museum of History, the Jones family moved to 
Pasadena from St. Paul, Minnesota for retirement. "Mrs. Jones originally came 
from Pittsburgh where her family (Kountz) owned the largest flat of riverboats and 
later the streetcar line in Pittsburgh. Mr. J ~ n e s  came from Somers, New York 
where his family operated dairy farms." According to city directories, Thaddeus & 
Caroline lived in the house until his death. Caroline is listed as a widow from 
1926-1 930. In 1931, Caroline is listed with her son Thaddeus, Jr. and his wife 
Agnes. Thaddeus, Jr. & Agnes lived in the house for 34 years. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property 

1 Research on 969 South Madison from the Pasadena Museum of History. 
Pasadena Houses of the Craftsman Era, 1995 



tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

City Manager - 

Prepared by: Approved by: 

Planner 

M *q+ 
Richard J, uckner 
Director #la;hing & Development 

ATTACHMENT A: Application & Taxpayer Protection Form 
ATTACHMENT B: Photographs 


















