
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 20,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A "CARDIAC CARE PROGRAM 
EQUIPMENT AGREEMENT" WITH THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES TO 
PURCHASE AND SUBMIT FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EIGHTEEN 12- 
LEAD ELECTROCARDIOGRAPH MACHINES AND ASSOCIATED 
TRAINING ON THE USE OF THE MACHINES 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

Authorize the City Manager to enter into a Cardiac Care Program Equipment 
Agreement, by and between the County of Los Angeles. 
Authorize the issuance of a contract to Medtronic Emergency Response Systems 
(Medtronic) in the amount not to exceed $293,255 for the purchase of eighteen 
12-Lead Electrocardiograph (EKG) machines. 
Grant the proposed purchase order an exemption from competitive bidding 
pursuant to City Charter section 1002 (H), contracts with other governmental 
entities or their contractors for labor, material, supplies or services. 

BACKGROUND 

Acute myocardial infarction (heart attack) remains the leading cause of death of adults 
in the United States. Survival from a heart attack is largely dependent on prompt 
recognition and rapid intervention. Data confirms that the faster a patient can be 
identified as having an acute heart attack, the faster corresponding intervention may be 
delivered in an effort to reduce death of cardiac tissue and save lives. 

Increasingly, there is national interest in developing a systematic approach to the pre- 
hospital care of heart attack 9-1-1 patients supported by organizations such as the 
American College of Cardiology and the American Heart Association (AHA). The AHA 
advocates 12-Lead EKG machines as standard equipment on all paramedic units. 
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On September 5, 2006, the County Board of Supervisors approved $4 million in 
Measure B Trauma Property Assessment funding. This one-time only funding is to 
reimburse paramedic service provider agencies for initial purchase of 12-Lead EKG 
machines and initial training of paramedic and emergency medical technician personnel 
on the use of the machines. 

Per the Agreement, the County has authorized purchase/reimbursement for 18 
machines. In the selection of Medtronic for the contract pricing, Pasadena Fire 
Department (PFD) would piggyback on a contract based on competitive bidding process 
undertaken by the City of Los Angeles; Medtronic has extended the same pricing to 
PFD. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

These funds, not to exceed the amount of $293,255, will be reimbursed to the Fire 
Department budget account 8504-1 01 -363300 once the machines are purchased and 
an invoice is submitted to the County per the Agreement. Appropriations and revenues 
for this grant will be recognized in a separate budget amendment agenda report. 
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Approved by: 

Fire Chief 

Prepared by: 

red La & Fire Battalion Chief 
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