
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: June 26,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: Adoption of a Resolution for the Establishment of Underground Utility District 
No. 06-1 Raymond Avenue, Maple Street to North City Limits 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that, after a Public Hearing, the City Council: 

1. Adopt a Resolution establishing Underground Utility District No. 06-1, Raymond 
Avenue from Maple Street to North City Limits. 

2. Acknowledge this project to be categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act in accordance with Article 19, Section 15302(a) of the 
CEQA Guidelines (conversion of overhead electric utility systems to underground) and 
authorize the City Manager to execute and the City Clerk to file a Notice of Exemption 
for the project with the Los Angeles County Clerk. 

BACKGROUND 

The City has a continuing program to underground all overhead electric systems. 
specifically power and communication lines. The undergrounding of overhead electric 
systems improves system reliability, and enhances the aesthetic quality of an area by the 
removal of unsightly utility poles and overhead wires. Although the affected utilities are 
currently preparing draft plans for the undergrounding system, an established 
underground utility district is necessary to require the affected property owners to 
underground their private property facilities. 

This project would underground the overhead electric system on Raymond Avenue in the 
area from Maple Street to the North City Limits. A finding of compliance with the General 
Plan was previously made and is shown in the adopted Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 - 201 2 
Capital Improvement Program. 

All affected property owners have been notified of the public hearing on the establishment 
of the district. An informational meeting was held on Wednesday, June 21, 2006 to 
discuss the projected timeline and cost of the proposed utility district. 
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Under the guidelines for implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), this project is categorically exempt since it involves the conversion of an 
overhead electric utility system to an underground system. Therefore, it is recommended 
that a Notice of Exemption be filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk. 

General Information 

The affected utilities involved in this proposed district include Pasadena Water & Power, 
AT&T, Champion Broadband, and Charter Communications. All affected utilities will enter 
into a joint trench agreement sharing in the space and cost of the trench. 

After the installation of conduits, cables, and transformers, the affected power customers 
must install conduit from the property line at the sidewalk to the existing meter or 
designated service point. Estimated construction cost could range from $1,500 to $5,000 
per property. Upon completion, the City will reimburse each property owner up to $2,000 
or the lesser actual cost of the work. 

The overhead wires and poles will not be removed until all affected property owners have 
installed the necessary conduit and are connected to the underground system. This 
project also includes the installation of a new street lighting system. 

Proiect Statistics 

Total number of properties within proposed utility district: 
Total number of affected properties required to convert: 
Total number of poles to be removed: 
Total number of miles within proposed utility district: 

Proiected Construction Schedule - (Projected Completion Dates) 

PHASE I: lnstallation of underground infrastructure 
PHASE II: lnstallation of electric cables, and transformers 
PHASE Ill: lnstallation of street lighting 
PHASE IV: lnstallation of private property conduit 
PHASE V: Removal of overhead wires and poles 

Proiected Construction Cost 

Electric Underground System 
Street Lighting System 

Total Estimated Cost 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

Funds for the proposed Underground Utility District 06-1 in the amount of $3,795,000 are 
provided by the Underground Surtax Fund as part of the City's adopted Fiscal Year (FY) 
2007 - 2012 Capital Improvement Program under Budget Account Number 74490, Street 
Lighting and Electric System Undergrounding; Raymond Avenue, Maple Street to North 
City Limits. The remaining $2,855,000 will be requested in FY 2008. 
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