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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: JUNE 2 1,2006 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN URGENCY ORDINANCE TEMPORARILY ADOPTING A BUILDING 
MORATOFUUM IN THE B-7 ELECTRIC CIRCUIT AREA 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN INTERIM URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
TEMPORARILY PROHIBITING THE ISSUANCE OF BUILDING, 
MECHANICAL, AND ELECTRICAL PERMITS IN THE B-7 ELECTRIC 
CIRCUIT AREA OF THE CITY 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements the moratorium approved by Council at its Special Meeting on June 
21, 2006. The ordinance imposes a moratorium on building, mechanical, and electrical permits, 
and all other permits which will lead to the demand for new or increased electrical service from 
the B-7 electrical circuit. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

The B-7 circuit is loaded beyond its rated capacity, exceeds industry thresholds for reliable 
service, and, in an extreme situation, a major power outage on the B-7 circuit could extend 
throughout large parts of the City. The Water and Power Department will explore an 
engineering solution to this overload during the time the ordinance is in effect. 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

The Planning and Development Department, and the Water and Power Department, will 
implement the proposed ordinance as requests for permits subject to the moratorium are sought. 
Planning will continue to process the permits during the moratorium. The permits may be issued 
during the moratorium on a finding that the particular parcel is not served by the B-7 circuit. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this temporary moratorium. Staff will 
report back on the fiscal impact of the engineering solution proposed by the Water and Power 
Department. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

This ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c)(2) because it will not result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15262, because the ordinance involves only feasibility or planning studies for possible 
future actions which the City has not approved, adopted or funded, and does not involve 
adoption of a plan that will have a legally binding effect on later activities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Michele Beal Bagneris 
City Attorney L/ 
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Theresa E. Fuentes 
Deputy City Attorney 
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