
Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: JULY 17,2006 

FROM: CITY CLERK 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTIONS RELATED TO THE CALLING OF A SPECIAL 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE CONSOLIDATED WITH THE 
STATE GENERAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 
2006, FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ClTY OF PASADENA 
AND PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT VOTERS A 
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT MEASURE RELATING TO 
THE METHOD OF ELECTING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Should the City Council wish to pursue a change in the voting method for the 
members of the Board of Education, pursuant to its direction given to City staff on 
June 12, 2006, the City Council should: 
(1) Adopt the following resolutions related to the calling of a special municipal 

election on Tuesday, November 7, 2006: 
(a) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena calling and 
giving notice of a special municipal election to be held in said City and in 
the territory annexed thereto for Pasadena Unified School District 
purposes on Tuesday, November 7,2006, for the submission of a Charter 
amendment measure relating to the method of electing the Board of 
Education. 
(b) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena requesting 
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles to authorize and 
order the consolidation of a special municipal election of the City of 
Pasadena and the territory annexed thereto for Pasadena Unified School 
District purposes with the statewide General Election to be held on 
Tuesday, November 7, 2006, and requesting the County ClerkIRegistrar of 
Voters to provide certain services. 
(c) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena setting 
priorities for filing written arguments pertaining to a proposed Charter 
amendment measure relating to the method of electing the Board of 
Education and directing the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis. 
(d) A resolution of the City Council of the City of Pasadena providing 
for the filing of rebuttal arguments with respect to the measure. 
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(2) That the City Council direct the City Clerk to print the full text of the 
proposed Charter amendment text in a bilingual (EnglishISpanish) 
supplemental voter information pamphlet. 

BACKGROUND: 

Council Direction of June 12, 2006 

On June 12, 2006, the City Council took action to direct staff to prepare formal 
resolutions and ballot language to place a measure on the consolidated 
November 7 ,  2006 ballot to effectuate a change in the Pasadena Unified School 
District (PUSD) election process that would remove the numbered Board seats 
and would provide for at-large plurality election of Board members. The Mayor 
was asked to inform the Board of Education of this proposal to change the 
election process, and request input from the Board prior to formal documents1 
resolutions being adopted by Council to place the measure on the November 
ballot. 

PUSD Input on Proposed Measure 

The Mayor appeared at the June 13,2006 School Board meeting and advised 
the Board of the City Council's initial action to place this measure on the 
November ballot. The Mayor has been informed that the Board of Education is 
planning to discuss the matter on its agenda in the near future. 

Current Charter Provisions/Sumrnan/ of Proposed Charter Changes 

A strike-out version of the proposed Charter amendment text is attached as 
Exhibit A to the first resolution calling the election. Under current City Charter 
provisions, Board of Education candidates must pull nomination papers for a 
specific numbered seat on the Board, and candidates only run against other 
candidates for the same seat. Candidates must currently receive a majority of 
the votes (50% plus I) to be declared elected in the primary nominating election. 
If not, the top two vote-getters' names are placed on the ballot for the general 
election, which is held six weeks after the primary nominating election. 

The proposed Charter change would delete the numbered seats on the Board of 
Education, references to "primary nominating election" would be deleted and the 
PUSD election would be called a "general election"; said "general election" would 
continue to be consolidated with the City of Pasadena primary nominating 
election; the two jurisdictions would continue to share costs for the consolidated 
election; there would no longer be a requirement for the Board of Education 
candidates to receive a majority of the votes and the top vote-getters would be 
elected based on the number of open positions on the Board; and there would no 
longer be PUSD run-off elections. 



As noted above, the name of the PUSD election would be called a "general 
election." For general law cities and school districts that conduct one (plurality) 
election, the California Elections Code refers to the election as a "general 
election." However, the City of Pasadena will continue to conduct a primary 
nominating election and its general election six weeks later (if a run-off election is 
necessary). It may be somewhat awkward referring to the consolidated City 
and PUSD election as both a City of Pasadena primary nominating election and 
a PUSD general election, and the two different election names may be confusing 
to voters. Beginning with the 2007 municipal election, a bilingual ballot (in 
addition to the voter information pamphlet) will be printed in both English and 
Spanish. It will be difficult to print the different election names of the two 
jurisdictions on the ballot stubs and have sufficient room for translation in 
Spanish. One option Council may want to consider is to change the name of 
Pasadena's primary nominating election to "general election" and refer to the 
second election as a "municipal run-off election". This would require additional 
Charter changes in Article IV (the City Council) and Article XI1 (Elections). 

Adoption of Resolutions 

Adoption of the four resolutions will accomplish the following: (1) formally call 
the special municipal election for submission of the Charter amendment measure 
to the voters within the City of Pasadena and within the PUSD territory that is 
annexed for school purposes; (2) request the Board of Supervisors order the 
consolidation of this special municipal election with the statewide General 
Election on Tuesday, November 7, 2006; (3) set priority order for the filing of 
arguments, authorize the City Council to file a written argument in favor of the 
measure, and direct the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis; and (4) 
authorize the filing of rebuttal arguments for the measure. 

Supplemental Voter Information Pamphlet 

An initiative measure (NFLIRose Bowl Stadium Renovation) has already been 
placed on the November 7, 2006 special municipal election ballot. The County 
ClerkIRegistrar of Voters Office has informed the City Clerk that the County is not 
able to print and mail to all registered voters a bilingual EnglishISpanish voter 
information pamphlet of Pasadena's measure. Therefore, Council has directed 
the City Clerk to print and mail a supplemental voter information pamphlet. For 
this initiative measure, Council directed that the ballot measure text of the 
proposed ordinance and exhibits (almost 100 pages long) not be printed in the 
voter information pamphlet but be available upon request and free of charge to 
voters, and posted on the Internet. For the measure relating to the method of 
electing the Board of Education, because the Charter text is not lengthy, the City 
Clerk is requesting direction from Council to print a strike-outtunderline version of 
the proposed Charter amendment text in the supplemental voter information 
pamphlet. The cost to include this second measure in the supplemental voter 
information pamphlet is reflected below. 



FISCAL IMPACT: 

To consolidate a special municipal election with the statewide general election on 
November 7, 2006, the County provided a cost estimate of $122,000 (for the NFL 
initiative measure). The City Clerk was advised that it would cost 
approximately $3,000 for each additional Clty measure placed on this ballot, and 
the County Registrar estimated it would cost approximately $126,000 - $137,000 
to have up to four measures placed on the November ballot. However, the 
Registrar's Office subsequently informed the City Clerk that because this 
additional measure would actually be initiating a consolidated election in the 
PUSD territory outside the City limits, the Registrar's Office is now estimating a 
cost of $68,000 - $108,000 to add this second measure, which is considerably 
higher than the prior quote of $3,000 to add a & measure to the November 
ballot. The combined total County Registrar's estimated costs for the City to 
consolidate elections for both measures is now in the range of $1 90,000 - 
$230,000 (range depends on whether other jurisdictions consolidate for the 
November election). This cost estimate would also include if up to two 
additional measures (Good Government Recommendations and Contribution 
Limits) are placed on the November ballot. 

In adding a second measure to the November ballot, the cost to print a bilingual 
(EnglishISpanish) supplemental voter information pamphlet will increase an 
additional $40,035. The estimated cost to print a supplemental pamphlet for the 
NFL initiative measure is $49,469. Adding this second measure to the ballot, and 
increasing the number of pamphlets to be printed to include the PUSD area 
outside the City limits, will add an estimated $40,035 to the cost, for a total of 
$89,504 to have two measures printed in the supplemental pamphlet. 

If a third measure (Task Force on Good Government recommendations) is 
placed on the November ballot, the estimated cost to print and mail a 
supplemental pamphlet will increased to $107,014. If a fourth measure is 
placed on this ballot (Contribution Limits), the estimated cost to print and mail a 
supplemental pamphlet is $1 16,841. 

The City Clerk's Department Election Budget for FY 2007 does not include funds 
for this special municipal election. The Election Budget will need to be 
amended after Council has determined all the measures to be placed on this 
ballot. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\ 

Reviewed by: ne L. Rodriguez, C 

Michele Beal Bagneris 
City Attorney 
































