
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: FEBRUARY 6,2006 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 970 LAGUNA ROAD (BANCROFT HOUSE) AS 
A HISTORIC LANDMARK (COUNCIL DISTRICT 6) 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (51 5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
single-family residence at 970 Laguna Road is significant under Criterion 
C for designation as a historic landmark (P.M.C. 517.62.40 A) because the 
property is an exceptional representation of the French Provincial Revival 
style designed by the architectural firm Van Pelt & Lind. 

3. Approve the designation of the property at 970 Laguna Road as a historic 
landmark. 

4. Adopt a resolution approving a Declaration of Historic Landmark 
Designation for 970 Laguna Road, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the Declaration of Historic Landmark 
Designation for 970 Laguna Road, Pasadena, California; and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On November 7, 2005, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
970 Laguna Road as a historic landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

On May 2, 2005, staff received an application submitted by owner Hatsue 
lshizuka to designate this residence, designed by Garrett Van Pelt and George 
Lind, as a landmark. 
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Because of the property's integrity and its importance as an exceptional 
representation of French Provincial design by the firm of Van Pelt & Lind, this 
report provides evidence to justify the designation as a historic landmark. The 
property owners and the Commission have concurred that the property should be 
designated. 

DESCRIPTION 

Set mid-block on a hillside parcel with mature trees on Laguna Road, the 
Bancroft House at 970 Laguna Road is a 1-112 story, hipped-roofed, French 
Provincial Style house originally with a rectangular building footprint. The formal 
main facade is characterized by a symmetrical arrangement of two pairs of 
French doors flanking a centered entry. A single gabled dormer over the entry 
gives prominence to the main door and functions as a decorative extension of its 
design. The brick fa~ade is accented by a rusticated door surround constructed 
of wood, full-height window shutters, articulated brick cornice and formal 
plantings around a paved brick terrace. The original garage, now a studio, is 
attached to the north side of the house. 

The 2,952 square foot house is set on a 12,197 square foot parcel planted with 
oak trees and California Sycamores. Low brick walls run along the perimeter of 
the backyard. A four car carport is located at the northeast corner of the property 
behind the house. The house is largely intact with the exception of some minor 
exterior alterations which have occurred at the rear of the property, out of view 
from the public right-of-way. 

Non-contributing features include the family room, storage and new second 
bathroom which were added in 1961. The original garage was converted to 
studio space and a new covered carport was constructed to the northwest of the 
house in 1963. A swimming pool was added in 1977. A two car garage replaced 
the carport in 2005. 

ANALYSIS 

The Bancroft House at 970 Laguna Road designed by Van Pelt & Lind is 
significant under criterion "C" because it is a representation of an important 
architectural style and is a major work by master architects. The architectural 
firm of Van Pelt & Lind was a talented office known for its skilled interpretations 
of the various Period Revival Styles popular during the first half of the 2oth 
Century. The property at 970 Laguna Road demonstrates Van Pelt & Lind's 
ability to imbue a small house with the formality and elegance of a large mansion. 

The subject property demonstrates that size does not bestow architectural 
significance. The principles of high style-design are evident in the floor plan and 
design of the subject property. Built in 1935, the house is a precursor to the 
development of the style during the early 194Qs, when a more elegant one-story 



version of the style emerged. These houses were essentially miniature versions 
of the Staats House (Marston & Van Pelt, 1928) with simple boxy like masses, 
steeply-pitched hipped roofs, and diamond paned casement windows. 

Garrett Beekman Van Pelt is recognized as one of the foremost architects to 
practice in southern California during the early 2oth Century. He contributed 
greatly to the architecture of Pasadena individually and through his partnership 
with Sylvanus Marston, Edgar Maybury, and George Lind. 

In the 1930s, Van Pelt formed the firm of Van Pelt and Lind with George Lind. 
This firm was responsible for much of the Santa Anita Oaks development in 
Arcadia in the 1930s. They also designed low-cost housing in Palm Springs. 
Jurgensen's Market in Pasadena was another of their projects. The firm of Van 
Pelt and Lind folded in 1941 due to the lack of architectural commissions during 
World War 11. 

The property at 970 Laguna Road is a significant example of the Period Revival 
French Provincial Style in Pasadena. The house exhibits fine articulated 
construction details. Furthermore, the emerging influence of Modernism moved 
architectural design toward minimalist expressions to traditional designs. Still, 
the house conveys the formal, elegant setting that would have been desired for 
the original owner, noted interior designer John Bancroft. The property at 970 
Laguna Road provides a superb example of residential architecture and is part of 
Pasadena's legacy of master works by master architects. Along with the Staats' 
House, the Bancrof? House is the best representative example of the French 
Provincial Style in Pasadena. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. In some 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for a 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property 
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, /' 
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Robert Avila, A socia e Planner 

Approved by: 

Richard B ner, Director of Plannim & Development 

ATTACHMENT A: Photographs 
ATTACHMENT B: Resolution 1 Declaration 
ATTACHMENT C: Nomination Application 


















