
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: OCTOBER 24,2005 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 1700 LlDA STREET AS A HISTORIC 
MONUMENT (COUNCIL DISTRICT 6) 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (§I 5308); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
Art Center College of Design building at 1700 Lida Street is significant 
under Criterion c for designation as a historic monument (P.M.C. 
51 7.62.40 A) because the property is an exceptional representation of the 
architectural firm, Craig Ellwood Associates. 

3. Approve the designation ~f the property at 1700 Lida Street as a historic 
monument. 

4. Adopt a resolution approving a Declaration of Historic Monument 
Designation for 1700 Lida Street, Pasadena, California; 

5. Authorize the Mayor to execute the Declaration of Historic Monument 
- Designation for 1700 Lida Street, Pasadena, California; and 

6. Direct the City Clerk to record the declaration with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On September 19, 2005, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
1700 Lida Street as a historic monument. 

BACKGROUND 

Property owner, Art Center College of Design, represented by Richard Koshalek, 
President, submitted the application for designation of 1700 Lida Street. 
Because of the property's integrity and its importance as an exceptional 
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representation of Miesian-influenced modern architectural design by the firm of 
Craig Ellwood Associates, this report provides evidence to justify the designation 
at the City's highest possible level as a historic monument. The property owners 
and the Commission have concurred that the property should be designated at 
this level of significance. 

Completed in 1976, the mid-century Modem design of the building reflects the 
International Style of renowned architect, Mies van der Rohe. Set on a 175-acre 
site in the San Rafael foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains, the flat-roofed, 
672x1 44 (96,768) square foot, rectangular-plan building presents a dichotomy 
with its natural environment yet is equally compatible with it. The length of the 
two-story building spans a man-made ravine between two hills with the lower 
story sunk into the hillsides giving the impression of a modern truss bridge. 

East and west elevations of the building are identical with walls of divided tinted 
glass panels with wide steel beams at the top and bottom-all materials on the 
exterior a uniform black. Walls on the 192-foot bridge portion of the building are 
recessed to form a walkway, the outside edge of which has massive alternating 
verticalldiagonal trusses. A simple steel railing spans the walkway just inside the 
truss framework. The entry to the building on the southern section of the west 
elevation is accessed by a wide set of floating stairs divided by five steel 
handrails to a wide deck with the same railing design. 

The new 25,000-square foot wing on the south elevation consists of a connector 
and structure that is the same width as and similar to the design of the original 
building. Although it is compatible with the original design, it is not included in 
the designation application because it was constructed in 1989. 

ANALY SlS 

The Art Center College of Design building, designed by Craig Ellwood Associates 
is significant under criterion "c" because it is a representation of an important 
architectural style and is a major work of a master architect. Its architectural 
significance is supported by the facts that the building received numerous awards 
after it was constructed and in 2001, a special 25-year award by the Los Angeles 
AIA. 

Craig Ellwood, born Jon Nelson Burke, (1922-92) never studied architecture 
formally. He began his architectural design career in Southern California in 1948 
after serving in the U.S. Army and a short career as an actor, a contractor, and a 
cost estimator for new homes. He had an early exposure in his youth and early 
adulthood in Southern California to the modern residential architecture of Neutra, 
Schindler, Soriano and Eames and to the products of the mid-1950s construction 
industry. With this experience and courses for five years in structural 



engineering at UCLA extension night school, he received recognition as a 
designer of residential architecture almost immediately. From the beginning, his 
houses followed the Miesian principles for use of modern materials, exposed 
structural elements, transparency, exquisite detailing and straight-forward 
rectilinear form. Late in his career as an architect, he explored the theme of a 
"building as a bridgen using steel. The Art Center building is the largest and most 
notable example from this phase of his career'. 

In 1952, 1956 and 1957, Ellwood was selected to design Case Study Houses for 
Arts and Architecture magazine and in 1953 received a first prize for the design 
of an apartment building where he first used the steel truss in the International 
Exhibition of Architecture at Sao Paulo. Jurors for the exhibit included Le 
Corbusier, Walter Gropius, Alvar Aalto and Jose Luis Sert. Although Ellwood 
was not a licensed architect, he is credited as the driving force in the firm that 
produced numerous noteworthy residential and non-residential projects with 
innovative ideas about the execution of designs using modem materials and an 
ability to manage costs. The Art Center College of Design, completed in 1976, is 
the last of his major commissions. It received recognition in Architectural Review 
(1 977) and Progressive Architecture (1 978) magazines and is the most 
recognized design of Craig Ellwood Associates. The building exhibits all of the 
Miesian principles for which Ellwood is noted. 

The designation of 1700 Lida Street will be recorded with the L.A. County 
Recorder on the parcel number for the property that applies to the entire 175- 
acre site. However, the 1976 building is the only feature on the property that is 
designated as a historic monument and considered contributing to the historic 
significance of the historic monument. 

' James Tyler, FAIA (associated with the firm from 1965-1977) was the principal designer of the building 
and its subsequent addition. He is presently a lecturer in the school of architecture at USC. James Tyler 
came to Los Angeles in 1965, when he joined the design stag  of Craig Ellwood Associates. In 1977, he 
opened his own firm. He has designed major buildings, including facilities for the aerospace and computer 
industries and educational institutions. He designs have won significant awards and been published in 
Architectural Record, Architectural Forum, Architecture Design (England), Archtecture and Urbanism 
(Japan), and Bauen and Wohnen (Germany). He has taught at Art Center College of Design, as well as 
lecturing at the University of Wisconsin, Southern Califomia Institute of Architecture, California 
Polytechnic University, and UCLA. He taught at USC from 1978 to 1985 and is currently teaching in the 
undergraduate building science program [source: USC Websitdfaculty/2005]. 



FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of this property does not affect revenues to the City. 

Respectfully submitted, H 

g g & e r  YNTHlA K T , City 

Prepared by: 
I I 

Approved by: 

Director of Planning & Development 
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