
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: OCTOBER 24,2005 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF 1453 E. CALIFORNIA BOULEVARD AS A 
LANDMARK 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Acknowledge that the designation of a historic resource is categorically 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (§I  5308: Actions by 
regulatory agencies for protection of the environment); 

2. As recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission, find that the 
property at 1453 E. California Boulevard is significant under Criterion c for 
designation as a landmark (P.M.C. fj17.62.40) because it is an 
architecturally intact and outstanding local example of early twentieth- 
century Monterey and Spanish Colonial Revival design by architect 
Wallace Neff. 

3. Adopt a resolution designating 1453 E. California Boulevard as a 
landmark; 

4. Authorize the Mayor to execute the Declaration of Landmark Designation; 
and 

5. Direct the City Clerk to record the Declaration with the Los Angeles 
County Recorder. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

On September 19, 2005, at a noticed public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the designation of 
1453 E. California Boulevard as a landmark. 

BACKGROUND 

On August 3, 2005, the property owners, Kerry and Karen Vahala, submitted an 
application to nominate their house for designation as a landmark. The house 
was constructed in 1923. Staff evaluated the property according to the landmark 
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criteria in Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code and determined that the 
complex qualifies for landmark designation. 

ANALYSIS 

The property is eligible for designation under Criterion "c", which states: 

(The property) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, architectural style or method of construction, and 
represents the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or 
builder whose work is of significance to the City or to the 
region, or possesses artistic values that are of significance to 
the City or to the region. 

The house at 1453 E. California Boulevard is associated with the historic context 
of Period Revival architecture in Pasadena between 191 5 and 1942. 

The house is an exceptional local example of eclectic period revival architecture, 
incorporating elements of Monterey and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. It 
retains a high level of architectural integrity in all aspects: location, design, 
setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association. It was included in the 
2004 Period Revival historic resource survey project and evaluated as a 
contributor to a historic district that is eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. Additional information on the property is attached. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Designation of a property does not affect revenues to the City. In some 
instances, though, owners of designated properties may apply to the City for 
Historic Property Contract, which allows an alternative and often lower property 
tax assessment. The City Council reviewed the projected loss of property tax 
revenue from this program in 2002 when it adopted a local Historic Property 
Contract (Mills Act) ordinance. 

Respectfully su brnitted, / 

- 
evin Johnson, Assistant Planner 



& Development 

ATTACHMENT A: Photographs 
ATTACHMENT B: Description of resource & architect 






















