
Agenda Report 

TO: CITY COUNCIL Date: OCTOBER 3, 2005 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ADOPT A RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO VACATE A PORTION OF 
MADlA STREET FROM APPROXIMATELY 380 FEET EAST OF LINDA 
VISTA AVENUE TO THE EAST END OF MADlA STREET 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council take the following actions: 

1. Adopt the attached Resolution of Intention to Vacate a portion of Madia Street 
from approximately 380 feet east of Linda Vista Avenue to the east end of Madia 
Street. 

2. Set a public hearing for Monday, November 7, 2005, at 8:00 p.m., to consider 
the proposed street vacation prior to adoption of the Resolution Ordering the 
Vacation in accordance with the requirements and recommendations contained 
in this report and subject to conditions herein. 

3. Direct the City Clerk to publish and post a Notice of Hearing in accordance with 
the requirements of Streets and Highways Code Sections 8320, et seq. 

PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW 

On Wednesday, September 21, 2005, the Planning Commission reviewed and 
recommended that the City Council approve the proposed street vacat~on as presented 
by staff. 

BACKGROUND 

The proposed vacation of a portion of Madia Street is approximately 380 feet east of 
Linda Vista Avenue to the east end of Madia Street and is located adjacent to 1164 and 
1165 Madia Street. Pursuant to PMC Section 2.105.1 10 (4.a.), the Planning 
Commission is required to consider and make recommendations to the City Council 
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regarding any proposed vacation of a public right-of-way. The California Streets and 
Highways Code establishes a two-step process for the City Council. The first step is 
adoption of a Resolution of Intention and setting of a public hearing. The second step, 
if approved by the City Council, is the holding of a public hearing and adoption of a 
Resolution Ordering the Vacation. Staff will prepare a report and set of 
recommendations for the hearing on November 7, 2005. Staff has contacted all 
utilities, county agencies, MTA, Caltrans and City departments and there are no 
objections to the proposed vacation. Any requirements for easements or relocation of 
facilities will be incorporated into the Condition Satisfaction Contract upon the approval 
of the vacation. 

The subject portion of Madia Street to be vacated is approximately 150 feet in length 
and 50 feet in width. 

The property owner of 1165 Madia Street purchased the property across the street 
located at 1164 Madia Street. Now owning the properties on both sides of the street, 
and being located at the east end of the street, the property owner has requested the 
vacation of the subject portion of Madia Street. 

The existing roadway width of Madia Street is 30 feet and dead ends at the east end. 
With the vacation of this portion of Madia Street, the property owners will be required to 
install a standard size cul-de-sac. As a result, they will be required to provide an 
easement to the City to accommodate the cul-de-sac including a ten-foot wide parkway 
around the cul-de-sac. The cul-de-sac will improve safety for residents and their guests 
by providing a safe area to turn around and return to Linda Vista Avenue. In addition, it 
will improve turn around movements for emergency vehicles and trash collection 
vehicles. Finally, maintenance costs will be reduced in that the city will no longer need 
to maintain a portion of a dead end street that only services two properties, but will be 
able to maintain a cul-de-sac that will benefit all those that live on Madia Street. The 
portion to be vacated is unnecessary for present or prospective public use. 

The only properties with access from the proposed portion of Madia Street are 1164 
and 1165 Madia Street. The property owner plans to improve the area with a garden 
like setting between their two properties. No construction of the proposed portion of 
Madia Street is planned. The proposed vacation would eliminate on-street parking that 
is directly adjacent to the applicant's properties and is not anticipated to impact any 
parking adjacent to other properties on the street. 

The City's interest in the subject portion of Madia Street is in easement only, for public 
purposes. The vacation will convey all rights to the abutting property owners except for 
public utility easements that are retained. 

The subject portion of Madia Street to be vacated is legally described in Exhibit "A" and 
is shown on Exhibit "B", both attached hereto. These are currently in draft form and will 
be finalized once the final configuration of the cul-de-sac has been determined. A more 
accurate description of the proposed cul-de-sac is shown on Exhibit "C." The previous 
two exhibits are currently being revised to reflect this design. 



City Council - 3 - October 3, 2005 

Since Madia Street is currently a dead end street, the Departments of Public Works and 
Transportation have determined that the portion proposed for vacation will not have an 
impact on traffic circulation in the area. 

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY 

Madia Street is designated as a local street according to the 2004 Mobility Element of 
the General Plan. The proposed street vacation will continue to allow access to the 
residential neighborhood and helps further the following policies of the Mobility 
Element: 

Policy 3.5 - This policy provides for the promotion of safe travel in neighborhoods. The 
proposed street vacation is consistent with this policy in that a standard cul-de-sac with 
a 10-foot wide sidewalk will be constructed as a condition of approval. The cul-de-sac 
will improve safety for residents and their guests by providing a safe area to turn around 
and return to Linda Vista Avenue. In addition, it will improve turn around movements 
for emergency vehicles and trash collection vehicles 

Policy 4.5 - Ensure the safe and efficient travel and traffic management throughout the 
City, while providing adequate access for all users. 

Policy 5.5.1.10 - Promote continuous improvement in user safety by addressing safety 
features in the design and delivery of all services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE 

The proposed street vacation has been determined to be Categorically Exempt (Class 
4) from environmental review pursuant to the guidelines of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), Section 15304: Minor Alterations to Land. The proposed project 
constitutes a minor alteration to an existing roadway facility involving negligible or no 
expansion of use beyond the existing conditions. This class of projects has been 
declared by the Secretary for Resources to be categorically exempt in accordance with 
section 21084 of the Public Resources Code. 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS 

A neighborhood meeting was held on Tuesday, August 30, 2005, to receive feedback 
from property owners and the surrounding neighborhoods regarding the proposed 
vacation of a portion of Madia Street. Those invited to the neighborhood meeting 
included property owners and current residents located within a 500-foot radius of the 
subject portion of Madia Street. Approximately 15 people attended the meeting. 
Questions included the process for vacating a street, construction of additional 
structures on the vacated area, the construction of a larger home if the two properties 
were consolidated, and the denied access to a trail that leads from the end of the cul- 
de-sac down to Parkview Avenue. It has been determined that the trail in question is 
actually on private property and not a city trail. 

An e-mail was also received from a neighbor expressing concern that the area to be 
vacated has been in disrepair for years and had no objections to the proposed vacation. 
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CONDITIONS 

The proposed vacation of the subject portion of Madia Street is subject to conditions as 
described in Exhibit "D", attached hereto. If the City Council approves the vacation at 
the Public Hearing that is recommended for November 7, 2005, the applicant must 
meet all conditions that are imposed upon the vacation prior to its recordation with the 
County Assessor's office. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

All costs for processing the vacation and construction of public improvements are at the 
applicant's expense. The applicant shall be responsible for all costs associated with 
the design, review and construction of the new public improvements and costs 
associated with meeting all the conditions set forth in the street vacation. 

Respectfully submitted, / 

Prepared by: 

Aonnie L. Hopkins ,/ 
Principal ~ n d n e e r  
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