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SURFICIAL SLOPE STABILITY

SOIL PARAMETERS
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Ysat= //I?f
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® = .70 (deg.) Angle of Slope

Yy = 02.4 (pcf) unit Weight of Water

c = /-0@'(951’) Cohesion

.(deg.) Angle of Internal Friction
{pcf) Dry Unit Height — Avcere=
(pcf) Saturated Unit Weight

Yb =54y (pcf) Bouyant Unit Weight

(ft) Depth of Saturation
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SLOPE STABILITY CALCULATIONS

SHEAR STRENGTH PARAMETERS
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SLOPE | STABILITY CALCULATIONS

SHEAR STRENGTH PARAMET ERS
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ROBERT D. COUSINEAU
Consulting Geotechnical Engineer
5924 Temple City Boulevard

TEMPLE CITY CA 91780
626 287 9675 FAX 287 0560

September 3, 2005

Dennis Smith

Buff, Smith & Hensman, Architects
1450 West Colorado Boulevard
Pasadena, CA 91105

Re: Madison Property — 720 South San Rafael Avenue, Pasadena

I have reviewed several statements by “neighbors” to the referenced property and have the following
comments.

One of the statements says in part “Soils report is inadequate or needs more study.” Is this opinion by a
qualified engineer and if not I question the basis for the statement.

Four test pits excavated during the investigation revealed moderately firm topsoil underlain by poorly
bedded moderately hard to hard siltstone/sandstone bedrock. Poorly bedded in this case means indistinctly
bedded, with no distinct planer attitudes, which is favorable from the standpoint of stability of slope. The
bedrock was described as “moderately weathered”, not an unusual condition for this type of material, and
not suggesting inadequate strength. In fact the test results indicate a reasonably high shear strength.

While the soils were classified as moist, none of the material was observed or tested to indicate saturation,
nor was any free groundwater encountered. No springs or water seepage was noted on the property.

As stated in the report, “Since the proposed levels of the house lie considerable below the existing ground
surface, all support of the structure is expected to be in bedrock, which should provide excellent support.”
Since a good deal of the existing material will be removed in the building area, this should provide an
additional factor in increasing slope stability and reducing the tendency of the material to slide.

One statement says that “On more than one occasion, our own house and pool have had to be repaired
because of mobility of the hillside™ Does this person have any report by a qualified engineer or geologist to
support this conclusion. There could be a number of causes leading to the distress.

In conclusion, it is my professional opinion that the site and proposed improvements are reasonable and if
the recommendations given in the report are followed the site will be sound and stable.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert D. Coﬁsineau, PE.
Registered Geotechnical Engineer




ROBERT D. COUSINEAU
CONSULTING GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER

5924 Temple City Boulevard

Temple City, CA 91780
626 287 9675 Fax 626 287 0560

July 3, 2004

Project No. 04-138

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Madison
720 South San Rafael Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91105

Re: Proposed New Residence at 720 So. San Rafael Avenue
(facing Hillside Terrace), Pasadena.
Addendum to Report of June 21, 2004

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Madison,

The referenced property is situated outside the “Earthquake Fault Zone” as defined by
“Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone Act. Therefore, no special precautions in regard to
any faults within or directed toward the site need be considered.

Respectfully Submitted,

M*ﬂé@.«\

Robert D. Cousineau, P.E. GE 242
Registered Geotechnical Engineer

Exp. 12310}

Distribution: (2) Mr. & Mrs. Madison
(4) Dennis Smith, Buff, Smith & Hensman




Richard P. & Kim Binder

777 Hillside Terrace RECEIVED
Pasadena, California 91105

0 SEP 23 P2 55
CITY CLEn
CITY 6F PASALT ..

September 23, 2005

HAND DELIVERED

Pasadena City Council
City Clerk

117 East Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91105

Re:  Call for Review
Hillside Permit 4395, Tentative Parcel Map 061676;
Tree Removal Permit
720 S. San Rafael Ave.
Applicants: Chris & Lois Madison

Dear Council Members & Mayor:

Our family lives at 777 Hillside Terrace, Pasadena, directly south and adjacent to
the above mentioned proposed new homesite development.

I know that you have received the letter from Dale Pelch from Hahn & Hahn Law
Firm which details the risks associated with this project. I will not repeat those risks in
this letter and bore you with technicalities. Our concerns, however, are very grave and
must not be discounted—that is this is a very dangerous project as it affects the stability
of the hillside that we share.

I have read the review of the soils report prepared by SASSAN Geosciences, Inc.
of Pasadena. In that report, several points are raised that declare the soils report
“incomplete and inadequate to support a conclusion that the site is appropriate for
development.” This report identifies serious deficiencies in the documentation offered in
support of the project.

Let me tell you a little about our hillside. Last year during the winter rainy
season, our family lost two (2) separate retaining wall structures, each 60 feet in length,
due to the instability of the hillside. I have since rebuilt the retaining walls in an effort to
save the hillside from coming into our home. I can only imagine what might happen to



the integrity of this same hillside if the cutting and removal of 2,250 cubic yards of soil
that is proposed actually takes place.

Another concern of ours is the potential huge runoff of water and the associated
potential of landslides to our neighbors across Hillside Terrace. I have not read in any of
the reports how this will be controlled or dealt with.

I trust that you will do the right thing in this matter and reverse the Hearing
Officer’s approval of the Permit Application and deny.

Very t1ruly yours,
WA G AL

Richard & Kim Binder



Mrs. Warner W. Henty T=IVED
887 La Loma Road P23 28, 9
Pasadena, California 91105 ¢y c;Lgé;%;ﬁ
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September 21, 2005

Pasadena City Council

City Clerk

117 East Colorado Boulevard
Pasadena, CA 91105

Re: Call for Review
Hillside Permit 4395
720 South San Rafael
Applicants: Christopher and Lois Madison

Dear City Council Members:

I have received copies of the correspondence to you from the attorneys for Carolyn and
Charles Miller, opposing the tentative parcel map and tree removal permit for the afore-
mentioned property.

That piece of property seems to me to invite development. I walk up Hillside Terrace
daily, and realize each time I do that that hillside slope is a potentially beautiful building
site for someone, and would fit in nicely with the profile of the existing residences, most
of which also face steep slope issues. There are so few new building sites left in
Pasadena, it seems unconscionable to deny access to one of the last ones available.

It is always inconvenient for neighbors when new construction is proposed in a
residential neighborhood. Traffic and parking are impacted; noise and dust are a
nuisance; tranquility is disturbed. But that should not be reason enough to deny a permit
to build.

We have had several other new home projects in our quadrant of Pasadena recently — our
house being one of them, the Franks another, and several years prior to that there were
two new homes built on San Rafael. In addition we have had many major remodels.
During each construction project, the immediate neighbors were impacted and
inconvenienced — as is to be expected — but this is not reason enough to deny a permit.

Our society today is so NIMBY oriented, or perhaps now even BANANA (build
absolutely nothing anywhere near anyone) driven, that it becomes more and more
difficult to renovate or construct housing in established neighborhoods.



My husband and I are very sorry that we are unable to attend the hearing on September
26" Were we able to be there, we would strongly defend in person the Madison’s
application for a permit to develop the property. There may be geological mitigating
circumstances which will need refinement, but in principle I can see no foundation for
any objection to this request on the part of the Madisons.

Just as a matter of record, we are personally acquainted with both the Millers and the
Madisons, so my response is not one of friendship or loyalty, but one of fairness and
interest in my community’s welfare. I hope that the Council will rule in favor of the
Madisons.

Yours truly,

W /4@71/42(
Carol F. Henry



JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP RECEIVED
05 SEP 23 AB:19

September 20, 2005 GITY CLERK
CITY OF PASADERA

Pasadena City Council

City Clerk

117 East Colorado Boulevard
Pasadena, CA 91105

Re:  Call for Review
Hillside Permit 4395; Tentative Parcel Map 061676;
Tree Removal Permit
720 South San Rafael
Applicants: Christopher and Lois Madison

Dear Council Members:

We live at 801 South San Rafael on the other side of San Rafael and
down the street from the proposed project.

We have reviewed the letter sent to the Council by Dale Pelch on
September 20th and the attached Soils Report of SASSAN which
finds the Project’s Geotechnical Report “incomplete and inadequate.”

In its present state we oppose the project and urge the reversal of the
Permit Application. The Pelch and SASSAN letters/review speak for
themselves, and will not be repeated ad nauseam here.

Sufficed to say:

1) The Application calls for a 2-story structure, while in reality a
massive 3-story building is proposed.

2) The excavation will result in the removal of over 2,000 cubic
yards of soil requiring up to 450 round trips. The impact of that
removal and the other consequences of the construction is
overwhelming with respect to the quiet neighborhood in which it is
located.

3) The Geotechnical Report offered by the applicants is plainly
deficient.



Pasadena City Council
September 20, 2005

Daoaga D
Lagv 2

Far better for the applicants to go back to the drawing board, meet
with their neighbors, address their/our concerns, and if they decide to
go forward, file an application that meets the requirements of
Pasadena’s laws, including its Hillside Ordinance.

Sincerely yours,

Nt \\ N S % ny O/W &(K _
John K. Van de I:amp } e W

Andrea L. Van de Kamp

~
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EDWIN F. MAJOR
625 ROCKWOOD ROAD

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA Qﬁgc E ‘v E D
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