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TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: MARCH 21.2005 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING CODE 
TO PROHIBIT MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES 

4. Direct tne City Attorney to prepare an ordinance amending i i t ie  17 

PLANNING COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATION 

BACKGROUND 



.Whiie this proposed amendment wiii codify the zoning administrator's interpretation to 
prohibit medical marijuana dispensaries, consideration was also given to amending the 
Zoning Code to conditionally permit this use and estahlish standards for the operation of 
such uses. Consideration was a!so given - to the issue as to where Pasadena residents 
~ ~ i l l  abtain medica! mmijuana. Currently; there are na medica! marijuana dispensaries in 
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A survey of severai at iocai iiisiiiiiiions s"ch as the Huniiiigion 
Hospitai Phii Simon iiiv Ciinic, the ~uniington nospitai Oncoiogy Department, Hospice 
of pbsadena, the Andrew Esca!eda HIVIAIDS Clinic and the Community Health Alliance 
of Pasadena found no physicians that currently prescribe medical marijuana. 

The Zoning Code will be amended by adding the following definition: 
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ATTACHMENT A - December 17! 2004 Zoning Adminisirator interpreiaiion 

AT?P,C!-!MENT B - Memo from the City nf !?nck!ir! Po!ice Chief 



ATTACHMENT A 

DATE: December 17, 2004 

CODE SECTION: 17.16.01 0 

OUESTlOK KEEDING INTERPRETATION: What use does a medical marijuana dispensary fall 
into'? 

A medical marijuana dispensary is a use where medical mari-juana is made available to or distributed to a . -.. - . . . .~~ 

primary caregiver; qualified patientj or a person with an identification card in com~liarlce with California 
Tlealtll and Safety Code Section 11362.5 et seq. Currently the Pasadena Zoning Code does not have a - - -  

specific use classification for this use. 

Undcr 17.16.01OS the Zoning Administrator is permitted to determine whether a specific use shall be 
deemed to be within one or more use classifications or not within any classification in the Zoning Code. 
The Zoning Administrator may determine that a specific use is not within a use classification if its 
characteristics are substantially incompatible with those typical of uses named within the classification. 

A medical marijuana dispensary does not fit perfectly into a specific land use category. However; it is 
similar to a pharmacy which is classified as a retail sales use. In further researching this, I have found 
that medical marGuana facilities in other California communities have had secondary impacts on the 
health, safety, and welfare of the community. The City of Rocklin's Police Chief has researched this 
issue by speaking to other cities about this use. I n  his research he contacted the police departments for 
Roseville, Oakland, tiayward~ Fairfax, and Lake County. His memo was included in a report to the 
Rocklin City Council and was dated July 13, 2004. It enumerates various issues that show that the 
characteristics of a medical maruuana dispensary are not compatible with the use, retail sales. These 
issues included: 

T!?ese impacts are no! enes ccmrnen!-y ass~ciated .with p!?arrnacies cx retai! sa!es. T!?erefme, i t  is m:; 
i!2terpret2tio!? ?!?a! !!?is gsp does no? fa!! i ! ? ? ~  .!?I; use c!assifica!io:? within t!?e Z ~ n i ! ? ~  Code a::d i s  not - 
a!!gwed .se :vi!!?i!> tile Cip:, 
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Zoning Administrator 



ATTACHMENT 6 

SI_I'14I\.IARY AND RECOMICIFNDATION: 
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,le of "n0&jiii  has e:ipeneiicsd the ijiiliacis of i-iie&ca; inarijuaiia ljispciisarics 

but other communities ha\,e. i contacted some of  the iaw enforcemeni iexiers where 
mar:-iuana dispensaries were located and learned the fojlowing: 

I also spoke with Rich LVord, the Chief of  Poiice for the City of  Oakiand about the 
impacts of Marijuana Dispensaries in his city. Chief \Yard has extensive experience with 
nlanjuana dipensaries. 
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Manjuaiia deaiers haiie a bocior recommeiidaiion are jjurchasiiig 
from rhe dispensary and then conducring iiiegai sireei saies io rhose who 
do not have a recommendation. 

o Street criminals in search of  the drugs are robbing medical use patients for 
!heir !narij~~a!la as !hey !rave !!le dispensary. 

o Thefts afid around the !ecatio!? are occurrinn, to suppo!? the - . . 
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ihe dispensary. The shoe repair business owner is considering shutting down his 
business. 
They had more than 15 total in city, now limited to four by ordinance but control 
is not very strong. The fines arc too !na!! co!~trol a Iucra!ive business. 
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recommendations on site for a fee. 
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During early July,  I was also able to contact seLreral other law enforcement agencics that 
had experience with marijuana dispensaries. I received the following infommation: 

= Lake cGun:j, has =fie mar;juana dispensary i n  iuTpper Lake 
Tpl ~ 1 ' .  -.- a l n e  o~ggesi  probiern is tile doctor, ciose by tile dispensary who is known across 
the stare for being iiberai in his recommendations to use marijuana for a fee of 
$175 
Many "patients" come from hours away and even out of state: Oregon 
specificallyj to get a marijuana recommendation from the doctor 
Upper Lake has been impacted by the type of peop!e coming - fer the mar i juna  
d ~ c k :  and dispensary. Citizens repert tc ?he Sheriff that the peep!e c ~ m i n g  te 
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