
FROM: CiTy MANAGER 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSiTlON TO AB i295 
(Bermudez) REGARDING EFFORTS TO ALLOW THE SALES OF 
FIREWORKS TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR NEW YEARS 

!t is recorr;lmer?c!ed that the Cify C~unci!: 
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hoiiday, but are i;jega; ," Pasadersa Fireworks any are reqiiiied 

be destroyed by the State Fire iviarsnai. This iegiaiation proposes the creation of a fund to pay 
for the destruction of i i rewof~s seized throughout the State, but does so, in part, by creating a 
second period of firework saies to tne generai pubiic during the ~ e w  Years noiiaay season. 
Because the generai pubiic does not recognize that firewor'ks can oniy be used in a few cities 
in Southern California, it is inevitable that fireworks will appear along the Rose Parade route 
and at other local New Years celebrations with the potential for significant public disruption and 
damage. AB 1295 (Bermudez) has passed the Assembly Committee on Government 
Organization and is currently pending before the Appropriations Committee. 



A by the i\jationai Fire Protection Associaiioi,, iiiied i'Fireworks-Reiaied iiijiiries, 
Deaths and Fires", snows inai nation-wide iireworits-reiaieci injuries have increased since 1996 
when there were approximateiy 7,000 injuries. By 2002 inai number naa grown io 8,800 with a 
spike in the year 2000 of i i ,000 injuries. This spiite is aireciiy attributed to the ~i i iennium ~ e w  
Year's celebrations when many states, including California, experimented with the expanded 
sale of fireworks. Other findings of the report include that "safe and sane" fireworks caused 
more injuries than illegal fireworks, especially to preschool children. In 2002, sparklers and 
fountains alone accounted for 40.7% of emer9enc.y room fireworks injuries: including the 
majority of injuries to preschool children and grade school children up to age 14, where the 
type of fireworks device was specified. !n 1999, there were 9 reported structure fires in the 
U.S. at fireworks retai! out!ets. Risks exist   her ever fireworks are manufactured, transported, 
er stered. 
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iiowwer, because the generai PubiiC does that fireworks can be used in a 
few cities in Soutnern Caiiiornia, it is ineviiabie inal iirewor~s wiii appear aiong the Rose 
Parade route and at other iocai New Years ceiebrstions, as they appear in Pasadena around 
the Fourth of Juiy. 

AB 1295 passed the Assembly Committee on Government Organization on an 8-3 vote and is 
currently pending before Appropriations Committee. 
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arguments reiative to the fund raising benefits of fireworks saies appiy within 
Pasadena, with the excepiion of the State Fire ~ a r s h a i  Dangerous Firewof~s 
Management Fund. 

Arguments in opposition: The "Safe and Sane" lalbel on consumer fireworks in California is 
strictly a legal term of art and an oxymoron, not a description. "Safe and Sane" 
fireworks are devices containing limited quantities of explosive materials. Staff believes 
that placing even limited quantities of explosive materials in the hands of anyone other 
than a trained and qua!ified professinna! u!?der the oversight of regu!afov personne! is 
neither safe, nor sane. The risks of doing so are not !imited to those communities that 
cnnk fin2nri2l nain thrn~ lnh firnwnrkc czalnc Pitinc =rllntr~inn c=llnc nf firn\nrnrkc irnnncn 
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these risks on the citizens and visit~rs ~f Pasadena hecause sales are n ~ t  limited t~ 
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tL..i^ k i l l  ... i l l  
I I 1 1 s  UIII WIII have a cosiiji iiiipaci oii airead ji sireiciied fire depaitmerii arid iaw 
enforcement operations that wiii need to staff up to aaaress ihe inevitabie increase in 
firewot~s-reiatea caiis. Speciiicaiiy, the biii wiii require aaaitionai personnei for patrois, 
inspections, attempts at enforcement and i.nerefore increased overtime costs during an 
aiready very busy time of year for pubiic safety agencies. Response to fireworks-related 
incidents will impact responses to other emergency incidents. The New Year's holiday 
is already a time that we can expect an increase in alcohol- and vehicle-related 
emergencies. 



Respectfully Submitted, 

Concur: 

Fire Chief Police Chief 
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