
TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: August 2,2004 

THROUGH: PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

BACKGROUND: 
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2. Supporters of the language change claimed that this may help to reduce the 
number of animals bred in "puppy millsn and also may help to reduce animal 
overpopulation. 
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Guardian Campaign are n~iwofihy, but wiil d o  iieie to change a%iu&s. There are 
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Pubiic iieaith Department 



fax 91 6-646-91 56 

s!aff@cvn?a ne! 
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Dear Mr. Martinez: 

-. 
I he foiiowing signed petitions were sent to the ZVMA, and represent iocai Pasadena city 
residents, and voters, who are also strongly opposed to your ordinance. 'They are 
concerned for the welfare of their pets and do not want to see any confusion created by an 
unnecessary change in the law 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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CaYGING a y  M Q B  u-NG'UAW PROM "OWNERn TO "OWNER1GU~LAN'' COLZD HAVE 
$P,PJO?JL?I_TQ &'m COSTLY LEGAL CONSEQUENCES. 
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W e  tap andordgmod; rosp.cbv* m-ge the Pasadena City Council to U T E X Q  on the proposed ordinance 
tn &mgm &a h-wp in the city codes from %me?' to "ownerl~ardim". 
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CHANGING CITY CODE LANGUAGE FROM "OWNERw TO " O W N E R / G U A R D ~ V  COLZD HAVE 
SERJOUS AND COSTLY LEGAL COXSEQUEECES. 
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Rodriguez, Jane 

From: Cindy L. Chick [cchick@charter.net] 

Sent: Monday, Aic~iist 02, 2004 527  PM 
.r 10: jrodiigiiei@~ii~ofpa~ad8iia.iiei 

Cc: rnfuller@cityofpasadena.net 
Subject: Pet Gua:dia~ issue 

Pi? î r1-11-1/i 
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C i n d y  L =  C h i c k  
2154 Woodlyn Road 
Pasadena, CA 91104 
626-798-3912 (home) 
213-841-8242 (work) 

I have to admit that on the surface the idea of changing the term "pet 
to vpet guardian:? seems quite innocent in a warm and fuzzy 

kind way, especially to those ot us who love and cher;sh our pets. 
n..L 2 L - ~ - L ~  7 .. L .  L,.: n u 1  I L  see!r~s ~ X I - I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~  I ! ~ I v ~ .  1-cu L I I I I - ! ~  that people would treat their 
pets differently if the law reads "quardian" than thexf would if they 
continue to be called "owners" by the City of ~asadena. I seriously- 
doubt that the person who mistreats his/her dog will take any note of 
such a change and adlust their behavlor accordingly. If only it were 
so easy. 
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Defense of Animals, and its spokesperson Elliot Katz, actively advocate 
this change in cities across the country? What is the motivation 
behind recommending a change in verbiage that, he insists to the Star 
News will have no legal effect? I asked myself that question, and 
reacted the way any yood librarian does, by doing a little research on 
the topic. 

I fo~lnd several n l , n + o c  " Y V  ..- in a variety of places that cast a qreat deal of 
light on the motivation of Elliot ~ a t z  and the organization he is 
associated with. One such quote appeared in the Christian Science 
Monitor, 4/27/44. According to Mr. Katz, "A guardian..refers 
specifically to someone who adopts or rescues an animal instead of 

. . 
purchasing a co;r,iiodity . . . . j  ust as you don't buy a medzr of your family, 

7 - i.lnlri[.i nni 1.- 1.. ~ . "  7 rlr!i!!!rl~u UP U O I J ~ I I L  I~:K.E: inanimate objects with no interest or 
Fnnl; rr"" 
LLLLLULj'.' of their own." 

It was suddenly clear to me. Mr. Katz doesn't believe that we should 
have the right to buy, sell or own a purebred dog or cat. 

Though he told the Star News that he simply wanted to "have an impact 
on how people feel about pet ownership," he's obviously hoping for a 
,....?.I. ---- ,=-- - ---  L.2 -- - C L - - L  
IIIULII I I I V L ~  LCLL-LCCLLIILII~~ CLLELL .  In the Christian Science Monitor 
article he nne. on to say "..many people still seem to be confused as 
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elevate the status of animals from that of property to that of 
individuals with needs and rights of their own." On their web site 
they say that "when momentum is achieved, a legal test case will be 
souyi-lt ." 



I'm not a lawyer, but I believe that this change could in fact, have 
quite a profound iegai effect, in more ways that I can cover in this 
l - t e - . .  n..A t L - & t . -  - . . - - t 1 - .  . , L - &  7 7 1  1 : - t  V - L -  
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from a shelter or rescue group, It's a wonderful act of generosity and 
kindness. But don't try to limit my choice should I decide that 
purchasing and/or breeding a purebred animal is what I want to do. 



~e wishes us to beiieve that companion animais wiii be treated better as a resuit of the 
change, though he quotes no objective evidence to back up this ciaim. What happened in 
the other municipaiities that changed their iegai ianguage? Have they experienced any 
reduction in the number of animal abuse cases'? Are there fewer animais being 
abandoned? The truth is, I believe that even Mr. Katz realizes that the language change 
in and of itself will not change the fact that the guy down the street kicks his dog every 
morning, no matter how much we wish that it would. 

That's because a change in terminolngy is just the beginning, the basis if you willj of a 
contiming czmpaign - - tn redefiie the !ega! c t a t~ s  nf anha!s. As Mr. Katz stated in the 
Chistim Sciexe Mcnitor, Sept. 2'7, !???,  leg^! !mgu.ge - - i the first step." 

The fist step t~wards  what? 

What might this mean for us? Suddenly the sky is the limit on lawsuits regarding animals 
that were previously relegated to small claims court And let's face it more expensive 
lawsuits always result in more expensive insurance. 

If you're a pet owner; be prepared for higher vet bills, because these changes also lay the 
groundwork for higher malpractice awards against veterinarians, which will inevitably " 



1 appreciate the fact that Mr. b t z  wants to improve the treatment of animals. So do I. 
~ G e v e r ,  I disagree on how to accomplish that goal. I also strongly feel that the citizens 
of Pasadena have a right to know what this ordinance change may signify. Only then can 
an informed decision be made. 
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