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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 19,2005 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTERS 5.04 
AND 5.10 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
BUSINESSES REQUIRED TO DISPLAY BUSINESS LICENSE PERMITS ON 
THEIR VEHICLES 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTERS 5.04 AND 5.10 OF 
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO BUSINESSES REQUIRED TO DISPLAY , 
BUSINESS LICENSE PERMITS ON THEIR VEHICLES 

BACKGROUND: 

Operators of certain businesses which operate out of vehicles are issued vehicle permit 
stickers that are used to identify business operations in Pasadena. Specifically, these 
are businesses licensed pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code Section 5.16.120 
(Retail and Wholesale Delivery), which includes those in the delivery business as well 
as gardeners, and Pasadena Municipal Code Section 5.16.180 (Contracting and 
Building Trades). In many instances, the businesses fail to affix their permits to their 
vehicles, thus hampering enforcement of business license regulations. Amending the 
Pasadena Municipal Code to require mobile business owners to affix the permit sticker 
to their vehicles or face penalties will improve enforcement and enable business license 
staff, as well as the public, to easily identify those businesses operating within the City 
without a valid business license. 

At its regular meeting of November 21, 2005, the City Council approved the 
recommendation to affirm the requirement to affix permanent stickers to vehicles used 
for those specified business operations. Failure to display vehicle permit stickers will, in 
turn, be subject to the City's administrative enforcement mechanism. 
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PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE: 

The purpose of this proposed ordinance is to amend Sections 5.04.030 and 5.10.170 of 
the Pasadena Municipal Code to require that a permit sticker be affixed to mobile 
business vehicles to facilitate administrative enforcement of the business license 
requirements. The other change is to indicate that the replacement fee for a lost sticker 
is established in the General Fee Resolution, as opposed to being set in the code itself. 
This ordinance neither increases the tax rate nor does it revise the methodology by 
which the tax is calculated; therefore, it is not a tax related matter requiring approval of 
the electorate pursuant to California Constitution, Article XlllC ("Proposition 21 8"). 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

The Pasadena Municipal Code may only be amended by ordinance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

The proposed ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) under the General Rule that CEQA applies only to activities which may have a 
significant effect on the environment (Section 15061 (b)(3)). 

FISCAL and SERVICE IMPLICATIONS: 

The recommended amendments will improve the enforcement of the City's business 
license code and will generate additional business license tax revenues to the General 
Fund. 
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