
Agenda Report 

DATE: DECEMBER 5,2005 

TO: CITY COUNCILIPASADENA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION 

FROM: CYNTHIA J. KURTZ, CITY MANAGERICHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE USE OF 
LAKENVASHINGTON REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA FUNDS 
FOR THE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, AND INSTALLATION OF 
STREET BANNERS ALONG NORTH LAKE AVENUE 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

1. Authorize the Pasadena Community Development Commission to utilize tax 
increment funds in the amount of $23,000 generated from the LakeIWashington 
Redevelopment Project Area (Project Area) for street banners within and 
adjacent to the Project Area. 

2. Adopt a Resolution adopting the findings for the use of Lakewashington 
Redevelopment Project Area funds within the Project Area and the North Lake 
Specific Plan Area (Specific Plan Area). 

It is further recommended that the City Council acting as the Community Development 
Commission of the City of Pasadena ("Commission") take the following actions: 

1. Authorize the use of LakeNVashington redevelopment project area funds for the 
design, manufacture, and installation of street banners along North Lake Avenue. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMllTEE RECOMMENDATION 

On November 10, 2005, the Community Development Committee approved staff 
recommendations and advised that the design process should involve a student-based 
organization, such as the Art Center College of Design. 

Staff agrees with the Community Development Committee's recommendation and will 
inquire if an accredited school can incorporate the design of the street banner into their 
curriculum or activities starting January 2006. If this can not be arranged, a professional 
design firm will be contracted through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process for the 
Project. 
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BACKGROUND 

City Staff has been working with the North Lake Specific Plan Working Group, to 
improve North Lake Avenue. The Group is a local business advisory group comprised of 
residents, business owners and property owners within and in the vicinity of the Specific 
Plan Area. In support of these efforts, the group approved the final concept for street 
banners to be installed in the Specific Plan Area along North Lake Avenue at their 
monthly meeting on September 18, 2005. Consistent with the Lakewashington 
Redevelopment Plan, the street banners will help identify and advertise North Lake 
Avenue as a recognized shopping district, improve the economic viability, and increase 
patronage and business interest in the area. 

Tax increment generated from the Lakewashington Redevelopment Project Area is 
proposed to be utilized for the design, fabrication and installation of street banners (the 
Project) within and adjacent to the Project Area. 

The Project proposes the installation of 36 street banners to be located on existing street 
utility poles starting from Maple Street on the south to Elizabeth Street on the north. Staff 
has obtained an estimate for the design, fabrication and installation of the street banners 
in a total amount of $23,000, however, the involvement of a student based organization 
could result in cost savings. The design process will include review of several concept 
renderings before final selection. The entire design, manufacturing and installation 
process is expected to take five months, with completion in late April, 2006. 

REQUIRED FINDINGS 

The Agency's authority to fund the proposed Project is provided in Section 5.9.1 of the 
Lakewashington Redevelopment Plan. This section states, "To the extent now or 
hereafter permitted by law, the Commission is authorized to pay for, develop or construct 
any building, facility, structure or other improvement either within or outside the Project 
Area for itself or for any public body or public entity." 

The Project will help establish North Lake Avenue as a shopping district, enhance the 
area's architecture and streetlights, and advertise the area. As a result, the Project will 
increase economic feasibility, create a unifying streetscape, and provide an art element 
and a public improvement. 

The North Lake Specific Plan, adopted by the City on June 30, 1997, includes the 
Project Area and illustrates the use of banners on streetlights under the subheading of 
"Street Amenities" (page D-34). Street banners are suggested as one of the 
"Implementation Actions" to assist in marketing existing businesses (page J-3). 

The Project will benefit the Project Area and the Specific Plan Area and assist in the 
elimination of blighting conditions and the revitalization of these areas. Staff is therefore 
recommending that the City Council adopt the attached resolution making the findings in 
support of the use of Lakewashington Redevelopment Project Area funds for the 
Project. 



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Per the CEQA Sec. 21080(b)(l) CEQA Guidelines Section 15268, the design, 
manufacturing and installation of banners is an activity that is Ministerial. Ministerial 
projects are exempt from CEQA. The proposed action will not result in any 
environmental impacts. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Funds in the amount of $23,000 are available in the signage and banners program in the 
Pasadena Community Development Commission Fiscal Year 2005-2006 Adopted 
Operating Budget. The actual contract for the design, fabrication and installation will be 
awarded at a subsequent time subject to the City's Procurement Procedures. 

Respectfully submitted, / 
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