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ATTACHMENT A
FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY

I. FINDINGS FOR GENERAL PLAN DIAGRAM AND TEXT AMENDMENTS

1. The proposed amendments are in conformance with the goals, policies, and
objectives of the General Plan;

The proposed amendments to the Cehtral District, East Colorado, East Pasadena, Fair
Oaks/Orange Grove, Lincoln, North Lake, South Fair Oaks, and West Gateway Specific
Plans are consistent with: ,

» Policy 1.3 — Development Capacities. Regulate building intensity and
population density consistently with the designations established by the Land
Use Diagram. Within these, cumulative new development within the specific plan
areas shall not exceed the number of housing units and commercial square feet
specified in the following table:

Area Residential Commercial Square Feet
Units
Central District ‘ 4,272 2,112,000
South Fair Oaks 802 988,000
East Pasadena 750 1,095,000
Lamanda Park 100 630,000
East Colorado 300 , 300,000
North Lake 250 250,000
Fair Oaks / Orange Grove 325 300,000
Lincoln Avenue 180 300,000

The amendments to the specific plans will ensure the recently adopted development
capacities are applied as intended, regulating development in the specific plan areas.

The proposed amendment to the Land Use Element, Policy 4.13, is consistent with the
following other policies of the General Plan:

e Policy 1.1 — Basic Growth Policy. Accommodate growth that is consistent with
community values and that complements the scale and character of Pasadena’s
unique residential neighborhoods, business districts, and open spaces.

e Policy 1.2 — Targeted Growth. Target growth and new construction in infill areas and
away from Pasadena'’s residential neighborhoods and open spaces by redeveloping
underutilized commercial and industrial properties, especially within the Central
District, Transit Villages, Neighborhood Villages, and along selected corridors.

e Policy 4.10 — Architecture that Enhances. Locate and design buildings to relate to
and frame major public streets, open spaces, and cityscape. New development at
intersections should consider any number of corner treatments, and should balance
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- safety and accessibility concerns with the vision of the area and the need for
buildings to engage the street and create a distinct urban edge.

* Policy 4.11 — Development that is Compatible. Require that development
demonstrates a contextual relationship with neighboring structures and sites
addressing such elements as building scale, massing, orientation, setbacks,
buffering, the arrangement of shared and private open spaces, visibility, privacy,
automobile and truck access, impacts of noise and lighting, landscape quality,
infrastructure, and aesthetlcs ’

* Policy 7.1 — Architectural Quality. Design each building as a high-quality, long term
addition to the City’s urban fabric; exterior design and buildings material shall exhibit
permanence and quality, minimize maintenance concerns, and extend the life of the
building.

 Policy 7.2 — Architectural Diversity & Creativity. Allow for the development of a
dlverSIty of buildings styles. Support innovative and creative design solutions to
issues related to context and environmental sustainability.

 Policy 7.3 — Compatibility. Require that new and adaptively re-used buildings are
designed to respect and complement the defining built form, massing, scale,
modulation, and architectural detailing of their contextual settlng

e Policy 7.4 — Design Review. Require design review for new and redeveloped
projects to assure compatibility with community character, while promoting creativity,
innovation, and design quality.

e Policy 8.5 — Scale and Character of New Construction in a Designated Landmark
and Historic Districts. Promote an architecturally sensitive approach to new
construction in Landmark and Historic districts. Demonstrate the proposed project’s
contextual relationship with land uses and patterns, spatial organization, visual
relationships, cultural and historic values, and relationships in height, massing,
modulation, and materials.

This amendment to Policy 4.13 will ensure the policy accurately reflects the intent of the
City Council to provide flexibility of development in new Planned Developments,
comprehensively planned projects that are subject to a high standard of review of
scrutiny by the Design Commission, Planning Commission, and City Council.

The proposed amendments to the General Plan Land Use Diagram are consistent with
the following goal and policies of the General Plan:

e Goal 2. —Land Use Diversity. A mix of land uses meeting the diverse needs of
Pasadena’s residents and businesses, fostering improved housing conditions,
offering a variety of employment and recreation opportunities, and supporting a
healthy population while protecting the environment.

e Policy 2.7 — Civic and Community Services. Provide diverse uses and services
supporting Pasadena’s residents such as facilities for civic governance and
administration, public safety (police and fire), seniors and youth communlty
gatherings, and comparable activities.

o Policy 2.9 — Institutional Uses. Accommodate the development of educational,
religious, cultural, and similar facilities that enrich the lives of Pasadena’s reS|dents.
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e Goal 21 — Desirable Neighborhoods. A City composed of neighborhoods ‘with a
variety of housing types that are desirable places to live, contribute to the quality of
life, and are well maintained.

» Goal 22 — Single-Family Neighborhoods. Distinct and quality single-family residential
neighborhoods distinguished by their identity, scale, and character.

The amendments to the Land Use Diagram will support these goals and policies by
supporting the expansion of the Art Center College of Design, the single-family
neighborhood adjacent to St. Luke Hospital, and the development potential of the
Pasadena Ford site.

2. The proposed amendments would not be detrimental to the public interest,
health, safety, convenience, or general welfare of the City. '

The proposed amendments to the Land Use Element of the General Plan would not be
detrimental to the public interest, health, safety, convenience, or welfare of the City
because the proposed changes are consistent with, and directly implement, the Guiding
Principles of the General Plan. Specifically, superseding the development capacities in
the Specific Plans with those in the Land Use Element, will ensure the newly adopted
development capacities in the Land Use Element are clear and free from confusion.

In addition, amending Policy 4.13 to for allow for additional residential density in
Planned Development projects will continue to allow such projects to be creative,
contextual, and innovative by allowing for additional flexibility. The Design Commission
and Planning Commission will continue to have review authority over Planned

- Development projects, with the City Council as the decision maker. These bodies will
further ensure this amendment is in conformity with public necessity, convenience,
general welfare and good planning practice.

Finally, the Land Use Diagram amendments will correct inadvertent changes for four
sites, two of which will revert back their previous land use designation, while the
remaining two, a portion of the former Pasadena Ford and portions of the South
Campus of the Art Center College of Design, will ensure these properties have the
same land use designation as the rest of their corresponding sites.

3. For General Plan diagram amendments only, the site is physically suitable
(including absence of physical constraints, access, compatibility with adjoining
land uses, and provision of utilities) for the requested/anticipated land
uses/developments.

The proposed changes to the Land Use Diagram are made at four sites, two of which,
Villa Esperanza, and a portion of the St. Luke Hospital site, are necessary to correct
inadvertent changes to the Land Use Diagram that were adopted by the City Council in
August 2015. The result is the land use designations for these sites will revert to the
prior designations, for which there is existing development that is consistent with the
corrected designation, or in the case Villa Esperanza, there is a recently approved
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Master Plan consistent with the Institutional deS|gnat|on The changes to the remaining
two sites, a portion of the former Pasadena Ford and portions of the South Campus of
the Art Center College of Design, will consolidate each of these properties with their
corresponding Iarger sites.

Il. FINDINGS FOR ZONING CODE AND ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS

1. The propoéed amendments are in conformance with the gbals, policies, and
objectives of the General Plan;

The proposed changes to the Zoning Map are necessary in order to implement the
recently-adopted Land Use Diagram and are consistent with the following Land Use
Element Policies:

e Policy 2.13 — Parks. Maintain existing and develop new parks and recreational
facilities within walking distance of residents, supporting healthy lifestyles.

e Policy 10.9 — Natural Open Space. Protect natural open spaces, hillsides,
watersheds, and critical habitats to safeguard the health, safety, and beauty of the
City for the benefit of present and future generations..

e Policy 10.10 — Expanded Natural Areas. Expand the Cltys inventoery of natural open
spaces through reclamation, restoration, and acquisition, in partnership with local
and regional agencies and private institutions.

e Policy 21.4 — New Residential Development. Attract new residential development
that is well-conceived, constructed, and maintained in a variety of types, densities,
locations and costs.

‘The proposed amendments to the Zoning Code to eliminate the Development Capacity
limits are necessary in order to implement the recently-adopted Land Use Element,
specifically Policy 1.3, by ensuring all limits on the amount of development in specific
plans are governed excluswely by this pollcy

e Policy 1.3 — Development Capacities. Regulate building intensity and population
density consistently with the designations established by the Land Use Diagram.
Within these, cumulative new development within the specific plan areas shall not
exceed the number of housing units and commermal square feet specified in the
following table:
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Area ' Residential Commercial Square Feet
Units
Central District 4,272 2,112,000
South Fair Oaks 802 988,000
East Pasadena 750 1,095,000
Lamanda Park 100 630,000
East Colorado 300 300,000
North Lake _ 250 ' 250,000
Fair Oaks / Orange Grove | 325 4 300,000
Lincoln Avenue 180 300,000

The proposed amendment to the Zoning Code to eliminate the land use consistency
requirement between a proposed Planned Development and an applicable Specific Plan
is needed because the existing specific plans are inconsistent with the recently adopted
update to the General Plan. Until such time as the specific plans are updated this land
use consistency requirement needs to be removed in order to ensure a proposed
Planned Development is consistent with the General Plan, as it is the most current -
expression of the community’s vision for future development. The General Plan Update
had a comprehensive public outreach process that resulted in a community-identified
vision of uses and types of development throughout the city. In order to effectuate this
vision this amendment will allow comprehensively planned projects to take advantage of
the uses in the General Plan. The remaining regulations of the specific plans, including
the development standards, will still be applicable, as implemented by the Zoning Code.

This amendment is consistent with a number of goals and policies of the General Plan
Land Use Element, including:

e Goal 1. Sustainable Growth. Sustainable growth and change in orderly and well-
planned developments within targeted areas that allow for higher density
development in an urban core setting and in close proximity to transit that provides
for the needs of existing and future residents and businesses, ensures the effective
provision of public services, and makes efficient use of land, energy, and
infrastructure.

e Policy 1.1 Basic Growth Policy. Accommodate growth that is consistent with
community values and that complements the scale and character of Pasadena’s
unique residential neighborhoods, business districts, and open spaces.

e Policy 1.2 Targeted Growth. Target growth and new construction in infill areas
and away from Pasadena’s residential neighborhoods and open spaces by
redeveloping underutilized commercial and industrial properties, especially within
the Central District, Transit Villages, Neighborhood Villages, and along selected
corridors. ' o

e Goal 2. Land Use Diversity. A mix of land uses meeting the diverse needs of

Pasadena’s residents and businesses, fostering improved housing conditions,
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offering a variety of employment and recreation opportunities, and supporting a
healthy population while protecting the environment.

» Policy 2.5 Mixed Use. Create opportunities for development projects that mix
housing with commercial uses to enable Pasadena’s residents to live close to
businesses and employment, increasing non-auto travel, and interact socially.

* Policy 2.6 Transit-Related Land Uses. Promote the development of uses that
support and. capture the economic value induced by the presence of transit
corridors and stations.

e Policy 2.9 Institutional Uses. Accommodate the development of educational,
religious, cultural, and similar facilities that enrich the lives of Pasadena'’s
residents. -

e Goal 3. Compatible Land Uses. A mix and distribution of land uses characterized by
their compatibility.

e Policy 3.1 High-Impact Uses. Avoid the concentration of uses and facilities in any
neighborhood or district where their intensities, operations, and/or traffic could
adversely impact the character, safety, health, and quality of life.

This Zoning Code amendment will allow for these Goals and Policies of the updated
Land Use Element, as well as the overall vision of the General Plan to be implemented.
This implementation will be permitted to occur through the Planned Development review
_process, while the specific plans are being updated. This amendment will allow
Planned Developments to implement the uses identified in the recently updated General
Plan but will still allow for a robust public process because the Planning Commission will
conduct an advisory review and the City Council will be the decision maker.

2. The proposed amendments would not be detrimental to the public interest, '
health, safety, convenience, or general welfare of the City.

The proposed changes to the Zoning Map are necessary in order to implement the
recently-adopted Land Use Diagram as a number of properties were re-designated on
the Land Use Diagram. Reclassifying one of these sites from undeveloped residential
properties to open space will ensure this site is maintained as undisturbed land, which is
a positive benefit to the surrounding residential neighborhood. Re-zoning other
properties in the Interstate 710 corridor will ensure the existing predominantly residential
area is maintained as such, with the formalizing of the Arlington Garden and “fork-in-
the-road” sites as open space. All of these zone changes will be of benefit to the city by
preserving existing character and will not adversely impact the public interest, health,
safety, convenience, or general welfare of the City. 4

The proposed amendments to the Zoning Code to-eliminate the Development Capacity
limits from the East Colorado Specific Plan and East Pasadena Specific Plan sections
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are a matter of clarifying the amount of the allowed residential and non-residential
development in-the specific plans, per Policy 1.3 of the Land Use Element. These
levels were considered and adopted, along with the related environmental review, by
the City Council.

The proposed amendment to the Zoning Code to eliminate the land use consistency
requirement between a proposed Planned Development and an applicable Specific Plan
is needed because the existing specific plans are inconsistent with the recently adopted
update to the General Plan. While this amendment would impact the allowed use within
a specific plan, the remaining design development standards will still be applicable, and
as implemented by the Zoning Code. The General Plan, through its Elements, including
Land Use and Mobility, will still be the guiding document to ensure future development
is not detrimental to the public interest, health, safety, convenience, or general welfare.
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